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“We had no idea how beautiful it is...”
That was the exact reaction of several of my very good friends once
they got their hands on the first issue of the “Look at it!” tourist
edition about the Bratislava region. From the publisher’s point of
view, it was certainly quite satisfying. At the same time, it reflects
the reality we are quite familiar with from other destinations, which
is that we are acquainted with Barcelona, Split or London, but we
are rarely aware of what is hiding right behind the hill or very close
to our border. That is why a new edition of the Bratislava Region
Magazine was created, with the intention being to showcase the
diversity of the cultural and natural heritage, hand in hand with
a selection of events on offer, hospitality and unique gastronomy.

Igram

The “Look at it!” tourist edition publishes around 5–7 titles each
year with over 100 thousand copies in total. The magazines aim to
showcase the best the region has to offer in an engaging form. It is
a project that unites several hundred partners from Slovak, Moravian
and Bohemian regions. And for that, every single one of the partners
participating in the magazine project deserves a big thank you.

Nová Dedinka

I wish you fun travels around the Bratislava region.
Ivan Marek
publisher of the “Look at it!” tourist edition

Journalist, playwright
and presenter

At sunset, the temptation of the sweet smell
of the chocolate factory might sometimes
come over us, and from the bridge, the flames
on tops of the refinery chimneys are clearly
visible. But the perfume of Bratislava also
includes the aroma of coffee, together with
the lovely smell of a freshly-baked Bratislava
roll, carried through the Old Town by a light
breeze from the Danube. An ice cream sundae
or baked chestnuts right on the promenade
transport us back to our childhood. Turn the
page and discover all the things Bratislava and
the beautiful surrounding region of Slovakia
have to offer. Breathe in the smell of wild
garlic or mushrooms with us in the forests of
the Small Carpathians. Take a walk through
the vineyards and taste their gifts. Go down
the Danube and you will remember the
fragrance of this region forever!
Silvia Krpelanová
editor

Záhorie Region
The Small Carpathians Region
The Danube Region
The Bratislava City

THE BRATISLAVA SELF-GOVERNING REGION
area: 2052.6 km2
population as of 31 December 2017: 650,386
the seat of the county and the capital of Slovakia:
Bratislava

The IDS BK mobile app offers
simple and useful travel around the
Bratislava region in a modern way.
Find out more on page 99.
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TOP EVENTS IN THE REGION:
Open cellars in the Small Carpathians region, May-November
The Senec summer, June
The Pezinok Ceramic Markets, June
The wine harvest in Bratislava in Rač, Pezinok, Modra, September
Stupava Days of Cabbage, October
The goose specialities season in Slovenský Grob,
September–December
See the top events in Bratislava here: www.visitbratislava.com
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Bratislava is your home town; you have lived here practically all your life. Can it still manage to surprise you?
I live in the city centre, so I walk the streets of the Old Town
almost daily. Bratislava can surprise me every single day and
I am glad those surprises are often pleasant. People have
begun to care about the public space, not just about the contents of their homes. And you can see this everywhere you
go – in Bratislava or elsewhere. We are starting to care about
where we live and what our guests think of us. Dilapidated
historical buildings have become a rarity; life is returning to
the streets. The Bratislava of twenty years ago cannot even be
compared to the Bratislava of today.
As a district governor, you have big plans and your own
vision on how the district should advance. What can the
citizens and tourists look forward to in terms of tourism?
We will certainly continue to support good projects, like
the Záhoráčik bike train, but we are also working on many
other projects! Since 3. November 2018, the visitors of the
Little Carpathians can once again visit the
lookout tower at Veľká Homoľa, we are
reviving the areas surrounding the Little
Danube, and our region offers almost
a thousand kilometres of cycling routes
and we are building even more of them.
We are marking the tourist routes and
are working on developing the thematic
routes. For both cyclists and tourists.
If a group of tourists asked you about
what is the “must see” thing here, what
would you recommend to them?
In Bratislava, I would certainly recommend taking a walk through the streets
of the Old Town and visiting Devín.
In the Small Carpathians region, I would
recommend visiting the first wine bar you
happen to come across, but apart from

Photo: Darina Ižipová
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that, the countryside is truly beautiful here, so the best thing to do is
combine the two by following a wine route. And you should also certainly visit the Červený Kameň Castle. The Danube region is obviously
mostly connected to the water, so I recommend some water tourism
on the Little Danube and the Senec lakes. Záhorie is also for everyone!
The sacral monuments, the cycling, the beautiful forests... You should
also take a trip to Pajštún, from which the Austrian Alps can be seen
in good weather.
The results of some of the successful projects of the Bratislava regional
subsidy scheme for supporting tourism are also certainly very attractive,
such as the DUBoDOM house in Svätý Jur, Kamenica pod Starou horou
in Pezinok, the Gajary harbour, Naše Zálesíčko and Jungpereg Senec, all
of which will be described further to your readers in the Magazine.
When you are away from the office, what is your favourite pastime?
I prefer to spend time with my son, but it is hard to say when I am actually away from the office (laughs). Even when I am out in the country, I try to see what could be improved, where we could help. I like
to be active in my spare time with my Jurko, so we are very familiar
with all the cycling routes. I reckon we have visited
every single castle and castle ruin, and we have
also gone for a swim or a boat ride where possible.
To make this region a complete paradise on Earth,
all we need is a sea and a large ski resort.
Our region is characterised not just by the
landscape and the monuments, but also by the
flavours and aromas of the local specialities.
What do you think the visitors to BSK should
certainly taste?
Roast duck with lokše, Bratislava rožky (rolls),
cabbage pies, halászlé or scískanice are a true
gourmet’s delight. I am happy to see the return of
the dishes our grandmothers prepared and that we
grew up on and that are slowly starting to show up
on the menus of quality restaurants. Today, cakes
or šúľance dumplings are no longer just something
made at home.
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of the Small Carpathians

Photo: Tomáš Benedikovič

Open the gates

YOU WILL BE WELCOMED BY A BEAUTIFUL REGION
WHOSE GENIUS LOCI IS STILL ALIVE, BUT WHICH IS ALSO
PULSATING WITH LIFE. BRATISLAVA MIGHT BE A SMALL
CAPITAL, BUT IT HAS A LOT TO OFFER. THE PROXIMITY
OF WATER, MOUNTAINS AND FORESTS IN CONTRAST TO
THE MODERN ARCHITECTURE AND SHOPPING CENTRES,
THE ATTRACTIVE EVENTS AND THE TRADITIONAL
GASTRONOMY – ALL OF THIS MAKES IT AN ATTRACTIVE
CAPITAL IN EVERY SEASON OF THE YEAR.

Milan Lasica:

You can only
be happy a few
times in your life
A lot can be said about him.
And it would still not be enough –
Milan Lasica.
You suggested meeting us in a hotel café
which is part of a modern shopping centre.
You remember times long before this building was built. What were some of your
favourite places back then?
The neighbourhoods of the National Theatre
and Dunajská Street, where I used to live.
For a long time, I could not imagine living
anywhere else but in the centre, but later
I also lived in Karlova Ves for 15 years.
Currently, I live on Dostoevsky Row, so
I am back in the centre. When I was a kid,
Dostoevsky Row used to be at the edge of
the town, close to the factory district. That
street is called “row” because there used to
be houses on one side of the street only;
there was a railway line on the other side.
Nowadays there are houses on both sides,
so perhaps they are going to rename it.
continued on p. 8
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Bratislava CARD
LOADS OF BENEFITS IN ONE SMALL CARD

Do you also use makeup when acting?
Never.

It could be called Lasica Street.
Laughs.
Is there already a street named after
you somewhere?
Thankfully, there is not.
Well, as long as it is just a street...
look at someone like Kalashnikov...
But he invented that weapon and
I think it was very good at what it was
supposed to do.
But it is still a weapon.
We used to be interested in the Winchester rifles from the Karl May novels.
We used to borrow those books when
they were forbidden.
Did you play Cowboys and Indians?
Yes, right in front of the National
Theatre. I wanted to be Old Shatterhand, but my friends did not want to
let me do it: they claimed I did not
deserve it. I also liked to look out the
window at Dunajská Street and when
it was really busy, six or even seven
cars passed by in a day. You could play
football there, as well as what we used
to call “soritaž”.
Did you ever managed to break
someone’s window?
Certainly, and I even managed to run
away. We also used to play in the rubble
left by the bombing and at Bratislava
Castle. We used to go there during class.
8
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You were skipping school?
Skipping school is a standard term.
Colloquially, it is called skiving off, and
in the local parlance of Bratislava, it
was called “blitzing”. We also used to
go to the Čas cinema, where they used
to screen American slapstick films or
documentaries, mostly. All the time.
Again and again.
Who gave you your written excuses?
There was no need; we left the school
without the teachers noticing and we
got back before school was over.
Which classes did you not enjoy?
All of them. Subjects like mathematics
or physics were distant to me and I did
not possess the strength to fathom the
mysteries of these beautiful sciences.
What I enjoyed most was basketball
and the breaks.
The theatre must have been your
salvation, then – no mathematics
or physics.
Yes, because even someone who did not
know how to count beyond three could
play Einstein. I was introduced to the
theatre by my uncle, an actor, and my
step-cousin, the actress Eva Krížiková.
In the 1950s, I attended every play
in Bratislava and I was mesmerized.
Not as much by the plays as by the
atmosphere. Once the curtain went up,
a strange scent filled the auditorium. It
was the smell of makeup.

Did you suffer from stage fright?
Yes. It felt like a special kind of tension, and
it has stayed with me. But when I heard the
first laugh, I calmed down a lot.
Is laughter still the thing that can calm
you down while on stage?
Yes. It is the only reason I do what I do.
Laughter, to me, is a drug. I am wondering
if I will have to go into rehab once I stop
acting.
We have commemorated the 50th anniversary of the Warsaw Pact armies’
occupation of our country. Not a lot to
laugh at back then. How did these events
change your life?
After the cruel ’50s, the ’60s brought more
freedom. It seemed as if freedom was
knocking at our door, but somebody else
came knocking. It all impacted on the lives
of thousands of people, mine included.
Together with Julo Satinský, I was thrown
out of the theatre, all the media and even
out of Slovakia. We could still get work
in Czechia for a while, but later we were
denied even that. It seemed as if the two
of us were solely responsible for the troops
coming here. The director of television said
to us back then: “In six months, nobody will
give a damn about Lasica and Satinský.”
His prognosis did not come true.
And the proof of that lies in the fact that
I cannot even remember his name now.
What exactly were you doing on
21st August 1968?
I was on holiday in Liptov, near Hybe.

would prove to be a good politician.
It is not the same.

Normalization had begun.
Weird. Something abnormal was
happening and they were calling it
normalization. We started travelling all
over Bohemia and Moravia and sometimes played up to 30 shows a month.
We spent all the time in the car until we
had a crash. Suddenly we were not sure
if there was any point in making any
effort. My father, working as an economist at cooperative farm in Lamač,
offered me a job as a cattle feeder.

But to own golf courses and to play
golf – the two are not necessarily the
same.
Every American president has played
golf.

You did not choose that as your
career. Is there something you would
still like to achieve?
I would like to experience a “hole in
one” in golf.
The presidential elections are upon us
in 2019 here in Slovakia. Would you
be coaxed into becoming a candidate?
You would not even have to run
a campaign.
Laughs. That is true, but the fact you are
a popular comedian does not mean you

Photo: ČTK

Photo: Tomáš Benedikovič

When was the first time you yourself
stepped on a stage?
When I was still in high school. I rehearsed
a one-act satirical burlesque written by Ján
Kalina-Brvno with my classmates. It was the
first time I introduced myself as an actor,
director and playwright.

Suddenly, in the middle of the night,
someone was banging at our door,
screaming: “The Russians are here!”
The tanks were storming down the
road; the landlady started gathering
food as if a war was expected. When
I returned to Bratislava, I experienced
the euphoria of general strikes, demonstrations and solidarity, and then came
a sinister silence.

You would probably not even have
time to play golf.
If Trump can play, a Slovak president
can play as well.
Does he play?
He owns several golf courses.

But Trump is very different from all
the previous American presidents.
That is true. Perhaps he is better at golf,
or he might be cheating. I do not know.
If you had the power to change something, what decision would warrant
your signature?
The one that would make people stop
complaining. Our lives have never been
as good as they are right now. I know
that not everyone’s life is equally good,
but that is exactly the point, to realize
just that. There is no way for all of us to
live equally well or equally badly, like
the communists wanted. Equality does
not lead to anything good. I have seen
surveys which considered you a rich
person on a global scale even if you
could afford to own a refrigerator. We
need to be aware of that.
Happy is the man who manages that.
Are you happy?
That is not a permanent state of
affairs. You can only be happy a few
times in your life. It might last
a minute, perhaps a day, but you cannot feel happy permanently. You can
feel satisfied. And in that regard,
I am doing very well.
Thank you for the interview.

Experience the best of
Bratislava and its region!
Discover the magical
beauty of this region!
Made possible thanks
to the oﬃcial tourist
destination card.
Unlimited public transport
in all IDS BK (the Bratislava
region public transport
system) tariff zones in
Bratislava and the Bratislava region, including one
piece of luggage, is just the
first of many advantages
you get thanks to this slender helper. A child under
16 years can travel with you
for free. Do not hesitate
either to take advantage of
a guided tour through the
impressive historical centre,
offering an hour’s worth
of commentary in Slovak,
English and German every
day at 2 PM. The Bratislava
Card also allows you to visit
14 museums and galleries
completely free of charge,
plus it offers more than
100 attractive discounts
of up to 50%.
Find out more about its
attractive benefits at:
card.visitbratislava.com.

Bratislava Card
1-day: €15
2-day: €18
3-day: €20
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THE SMALL CARPATHIANS EXPRESS

Find new experiences on wheels

Photo: BTB

If you are looking for a ride through some of the tourist attractions of the Small Carpathians and
want to discover the unique atmosphere, we wholeheartedly recommend using the Small Carpathians
Express, which provides you with a guide fluent in four world languages. Travellers, both local and
foreign, have been enjoying the Express through 2017 and 2018, and it is scheduled to run during the
current season as well.
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The Small Carpathians Express in 2019
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The operation of the special express is also planned for
the 2019 summer tourist season, including selected
important wine-related events during the spring and
autumn.

Slovenský Grob

Svätý Jur

Hlavná stanica

The Small Carpathians Express has connected Bratislava
with the winemaking towns and villages from Svätý
Jur to Častá, with places of historic importance such as
Červený Kameň Castle, with areas dedicated to relaxation and sport, such as the Bike Park at the Zoch lodge,
and with the place of culinary importance that is Slovenský Grob. A bicycle carriage is also available, which is
sure to make the cyclists happy. The route offers plenty
of beautiful scenery and breathtaking views.
However, the Small Carpathians Express can also take
you beyond the borders of Slovakia. You can start – or
finish – your trip in Burgenland, Austria – on a magnificent plain covered with water – Lake Neusiedl, with its
legendary lighthouse. Lake Neusiedl attracts kite surfers
and its surrounding area is a paradise for cyclists and
wine lovers. Parndorf, a famous destination of all shopaholics, will have plenty to offer you, especially if you
want to extend your wardrobe. The Small Carpathians
Express is connected to this part of the world thanks to
a summer line to Austria, operated by Slovak Lines, a.s.
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Záhorie
Region

A region where both
history and traditions are
celebrated. A place where
you will be given a treat
that will fill your soul as well
as your stomach.
Beauty as far as the eye can see.
The people from Záhorie are proud
and it is no surprise. Well, there is
more they can be proud about than
just the gorgeous, flat landscape
and the pine forests with their
heavenly scents.

12
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Gajary, photo: m-ARK

The spring rising to the surface in
Marianka is reputed to have some
miraculous healing properties. You can
decide for yourself whether or not that
is true. In Stupava, they will surely offer
you their vitamin bomb – cabbage,
called “zelé” by everyone in the region.
In Malacky, people sing, and they
will teach their local “anthem” – “Išeu
Macek do Mauacek” to anyone from
absolutely anywhere. In Gajary, you
will get to know the folk traditions
admired by the entire world. And
these are but a fraction of all the things
Dolné Záhorie has to offer. On bicycle
or on foot, you can visit rare sacred
monuments or churches linked to
the fates of significant noble families.
You will discover the weather-worn
but still captivating ruins of former
castles, fascinating even to this day, as
well as the Jewish and Hutterite cultural
heritage. Just come for a visit.
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It has been located in the Záhorie lowland since ancient
times. Under the protection of its patron, St. Nicholas, it has
experienced both harder times and easier times. Discover it in its
full glory – Gajary.

Gaywar, Gayar, Gayary,
Gairing
These are various examples of how the
current village of Gajary, first mentioned
in historical records in 1377, used to be
called at one time or another. Approximately three hundred years later, Gajary
gained market privileges and became
a town with the important privilege of
organising fairs. During this period, the
town was already using a seal featuring
St. Nicholas.

A church with four chapels

Photo: m-ARK

Today, the village attracts attention with
its sacred monuments. The dominant
landmark is a baroque building from the
17th century – the Church of the Annunciation of the Lord. The Chapel of the
Divine Heart of Jesus, the Chapel of the
Holy Family, the Chapel of Our Lady of
Lourdes and the Chapel of St. Anne were
originally four corner bastions, which,

14
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along with the protective wall, were
added to the Church later. The bell in
the Church’s tower was created in 1687
by a Bratislava bell founder, G. Wolff.

ordinary dancing and singing ensemble. It preserves the traditions, creates
its own art and, most importantly,
enriches people. Behind it all, you will
find the guiding hand of Mrs. Margita
Rohlíčková-Voltemarová, who has
been working tirelessly with folk music
lovers for decades. Musicians, dancers,
reciters, folk storytellers – children or
adults, they have performed a wide
variety of programmes and shows,
travelled both around Slovakia and
around the world and attended festivals and competitions, representing
not just Gajary, but Slovakia as a whole.
A lot of friendships and marriages
have been born here – all part of one
big “sunflower” family.

News for sports lovers
The latest cycling trend is pumping –
riding without using pedals, and it is
a thing to be experienced in Gajary as
well. The rider uses the Earth’s gravity,
riding the bike with the movement of
his/her body. Since April 2018, a track
for this kind of cycling has been
open in Gajary. Another innovation is
a small marina on the River Morava to
help promote water tourism, designed
for kayaking, canoeing and rafting,
soon to be enhanced by the addition
of photovoltaic lighting.

WHEN TO VISIT:

When the heart dances
What will truly captivate your heart,
though, is the Gajary folklore. The
Slnečnica-Sunečník folklore ensemble
has been spreading its sunshine on
stages for over 60 years. It is not an

September:
The Záhorie Folklore Festival
+ cycling and running
competitions

Photo: m-ARK

The village protected
by the crozier
of St. Nicholas

We can dress
half of Gajary in
folk costumes
Photo: m-ARK

Gajary

The flat region has seen human settlements since the dawn of time. People
were drawn here by the life provided
by the River Morava, with a continuous
region of prehistoric settlements discovered along its banks. The discoveries date
all the way back to the Neolithic era. The
Stolička dune contained ceramics from as
far back as the early Stone Age. Three settlements from the Chalcolithic era were
discovered in Gajary. The findings from
the Bronze Age are substantially richer –
an entire cemetery of crouching corpses
with their necks adorned with necklaces
featuring pieces of amber was uncovered
here, indicating ancient trade connections to the Baltic Sea region. A millstone
made of Tyrolean limestone and an axe
prove the existence of settlements during
the Iron Age. The Roman epoch, in turn,
is documented by pieces of a Roman
soldier’s equipment found here, as well as
some pottery fragments. The Slavs settled
in this region during the period of the
great migration of peoples.

Margita
Rohlíčková-Voltemarová:

Her cabinetmaker uncle taught
her how to play the accordion,
keyboards and pipes. She sang and
acted in the theatre. Her father
did not support the musical
career of his daughter at first,
but eventually, when he saw her
perform, he was proud of her.
And she never gave up music.
When she was 20, she
founded the Družba
Folk Group, which was
renamed SlnečnicaSunečník in 1980. For 63
years, so many folklorists
have been part of it that
including their children,
there have been more
than 1600 of them. She is
thankful for the success
to the folklorists and to her family and these
days, her right hand is a teacher, Ľubica Hájek.
What are your memories of the beginnings?
Back then, a large part of the group consisted
of members of the border patrol, ordered
to cooperate with the village. It was great
– they told me: 300 guys will be coming to
basic training in Malacky, so pick the best
musicians and singers. I was 20 at the time –
everyone was older than me and they made
fun of me, but they did not know me and
when I told them to, they had to obey. And
five times in a row, we won the national round
of the Creative Youth of the Border Patrol
competition.
continued on p. 16
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Here comes Vláčik Záhoráčik train...
Záhorská Ves – Plavecké Podhradie. The Záhoráčik train has
been transporting tourists on this magical route through the
flat, slightly undulating landscape of Záhorie for two seasons.
Starting at the end of April 2019, you can look forward to its
third and hopefully successful third season.

Photo and map: BSK
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VYSOKÁ (754 m a. s. l.)
If you get off the train in Kuchyňa, the blue
marked trail will lead you to the second
highest peak of the Small Carpathians – to
Vysoká. Your reward will be a beautiful
panoramic view, notably better than the
highest peak, Zárub (768 m a. s. l.) can
offer.
VÁPENNÁ (752 m a. s. l.)
The ascent to Vápenná, also known as
Roštún, is worth it, amongst other things,
also for the lookout tower that was constructed here. You can get here by following the yellow marked trail from Plavecké
Podhradie or following the green marked
trail from Sološnica.
VEĽKÝ PETRKLÍN (587 m a. s. l.)
You will reach the summit by following
the blue marked trail from the Sološnica
valley. Here you will find a mast with
a platform, offering views of the Bory lowland, Vápenná and Vysoká. The platform is
freely accessible, but we only recommend
able-bodied tourists to use it.

Route and stops:

Senica

Záhorská Ves – Vysoká pri Morave – Lábske jazero – Zohor – Lozorno –
– Jablonové – Pernek – Kuchyňa – Rohožník – Sološnica – Plavecké
Podhradie. (In Zohor, you can transfer to passenger trains to/from Bratislava.)
Brno

RA
VA

Plavecký
Mikuláš

Brno
Plavecké
Podhradie

Malacky
Eurovelo13

Which dance is your favourite?
My favourite is the landl from Upper Austria.
After the monarchy collapsed, the taxmen
(members of the tax office watch – editor’s
note) and the teachers used to dance it with
their caps and their sabres – all of them
of Czech nationality at mixed weddings.
And Gajary used to be very mixed indeed.
We took over the tradition and we used to
dance the wedding landl even when a craftsman was marrying a farm girl, for example.
Just that instead of sabres, they had wooden
swords, and broad-brimmed hats instead of
caps. Today, when we put the headdress on
a bride, we dance the landl and we have both
wooden sabres and swords.

Passenger train transport in the
western parts of Slovakia comes to life
at weekends and during the holidays
from the end of April to mid-October.
The train to show you the beauty of
Dolné Záhorie rides three times a day.
The train consists of a motor carriage
with a capacity of 88 seats and an addi-

Sološnica

Kostolište

Rohožník

Jakubov

Záhorská Ves

Plavecký
Štvrtok
Kuchyňa

Your festival features beautiful dancing.
How would you invite us there in Gajary
style?
Look forward to the folk groups from Záhorie! There will be food aplenty, so come and
stuff yourself!
Thank you for the interview.

Pernek

Láb

Pezinok
Lozorno

Vysoká
pri Morave

Jablonové

Zohor

Eurovelo13

There was probably a lot of love
involved as well, right?

Photo: m-ARK

You seem like a resolute woman.
Were you a strict boss?
When someone did not want to listen, was
drunk or had bad marks at school – he was
kicked out!

MOR
AVA

Over 60 years of the group’s existence, it must mean a lot of amazing
memories...
That’s right, for example, I managed to
spend three weeks with the Alexandrov
Ensemble. I adore Russian folklore;
I probably learned the most there.
I also met some of the guys that died
in that plane accident. We managed to
visit Ukraine, East Germany... we went
wherever we could.

Yes, yes. It resulted in plenty of marriages. But the guys also had their
girlfriends elsewhere. Sometimes, when
a boy wanted to visit his girlfriend,
he came to me: “Boss, please, tell the
political commissar that unless you
get a folk costume from Terchová or
from Zlín, there will be no first place,
no additional pip for him.” So I went to
him and said: “Look, political commissar, the boy has to go and get us eight
folk costumes. Either you agree, or we
are not going to the competition!” So he
gave him leave. The political commissar had no idea whether he really did
bring the costumes or what they were
supposed to look like.

MO

Photo: m-ARK

Your own path was a bit more complicated, though. I am aware of the
fact that when they saw your sketches
criticising the Army and the members of the cooperative, there were
consequences.
In Gajary, they needed to get rid of
the intelligentsia in the Communist
Party, so they fired the headmaster of
the school and myself and my job as
the head of the House of the Young
Pioneers was done. Thankfully, the
foreman of the cooperative offered me
a solid job. I oversaw the environment,
culture and tours, but the condition
was: the group must keep on winning!
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tional special carriage for the transport of bicycles. And indeed, Záhorie,
with all its monuments and its natural
heritage, presents a great attraction for
cyclists and tourists. The Záhoráčik
train is maintained by the Slovak
Railway Company, contracted by the
Bratislava Self-governing Region.

OUR TIPS
ALONG THE ROUTE:

Devínska
Nová Ves

Baba

Stupava
Borinka
Bratislava

SLOVAKIA magazine
Bratislava
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A lot of sights, a ton of fun

“Macek went to Malacky
to thresh some lentils there…
...he forgot his flails at home and had to go back
again”..., as the lyrics to the popular song by Karel
Gott and the Alexandrov Ensemble that made
Malacky famous all over the world go.

You will discover one of the former fiefdoms of the noble
Pálff y family, an old cemetery, the Castle Park, the synagogue, the holy stairs, the Franciscan monastery, the crypts,
the statues of saints and Pálff y’s heart. In addition, Malacky
can offer you plenty of interesting events. The year here
starts with a concert and fireworks as part of the New Year
in Malacky, followed by the Twelfth Night concert. In
the spring, you can enjoy a series of musical performances
called the Malacky Spring of Music. The largest cultural
event of the region, the Malacky May Day, is attended by
about 20 thousand people every year. In June, spread your
blankets in the park as part of the Malacky Picnic, which
offers various games to participate in or the option to be
entertained by books or theatre, no matter whether you
are a kid or an adult. Then the Cultural Summer can begin
in all its glory. Film projections in the Church’s courtyard,
theatre performances, concerts or lectures will accompany
you until September. And since the most famous song
about Malacky mentions lentils, the small legume has its
place in the name of a hand-made fair. Twice a year, the
local producers and craftsmen showcase their skills at the
Malacká šošovica (Lentils From Malacky) event. Autumn
is traditionally reserved for the Zejdeme sa na hambálku
theatre festival. To say good-bye to the old year, there is the
Advent in Malacky event: the advent wreath gets a blessing, St. Nicholas delivers packages and under the Christmas
tree, a Christmas village featuring stalls and a rich cultural
programme is built.

Welcome to the

Eurovalley Golf Park Club course!

The 27-hole golf course was opened in July 2009 in a beautiful
pine forest location near the town of Malacky in Záhorie. It is part
of the Black & White Golf Resort Bratislava. Its location and easy
accessibility make it ideal to welcome golfers from Slovakia, the
Czech Republic and Austria.
It features three nine-hole
courses – Public, Sand
and Pine. Each of them has
its own difficulties and will
satisfy the needs of golfers
of all categories. At Public, an
enthusiast interested in the
game may find out if golf is
a sport that attracts him/her
and he/she wants to dedicate
himself/herself to. Sand is more open,
and Pine offers plenty of shade in the
summer heat.
Another part of Public is an 18-hole
footgolf course, the first ever opened in
Slovakia, which is the venue for major
international tournaments.
The cosy club house offers its services
both before and after the game with its
pleasant seating and refreshments.
Once again, welcome and come for a game or just to relax!

www.golf.sk
Photo: Eurovalley Golf Park Club

Photo: VideoFly studio

It could be heard in the first Slovak colour film ever, Rodná
zem (Native Land), and the Slovak fans sing it to greet the
ice hockey and football players. But given that the lyrics
describe Macek coming to Malacky, it probably means he was
not from there. During the three years of an international
scientific conference, various scientists tried to find out more
about his life. “When and where from did he go to Malacky?
Why did he only come to thresh the lentils here?” – those are
the questions asked in a local dialect. You are guaranteed to
hear it if you decide to follow in Macek’s footsteps.

www.malacky.sk
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Famous people born in Malacky:
• Ivan Dérer, politican and lawyer
• Ľudovít and Viktor Angerer, photographers
• Ernst Wiesner, architect and teacher
• Ľudo Zúbek, writer
• Karol Machata, Alfréd Swan, Stano Král and Ľubo
Roman, actors

• Mirka Partlová, Soňa and Zuzana Norisová,
actresses and singers

SLOVAKIA magazine
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Surrounded by the pine forests of the Záhorie lowlands,
a seemingly small but luxurious hotel offering a wellness
centre and a varied cuisine is pulsating with life, embodying
the proverbial heart of the Vampíl recreational area.

Photo: Wellness Hotel Spark

menu, the chef regularly creates modern and imaginative seasonal dishes
that are a great success. Experience
a great spring asparagus dish, a summer barbecue or an autumn feast, or
discover the flavours of the AustrianHungarian cuisine in the winter.

Photo: Wellness Hotel Spark

WELLNESS
HOTEL SPARK

The heart of Vampíl
Overlooking the pines and
a fishpond
The hotel is dominated by its restaurant, with its breathtaking atmosphere.
The magnificence of the main hall, with
a high wooden ceiling, an enchanting
window system and an exquisite crystal
chandelier, is underlined by its wallpaper
decoration, a selection of paintings and
accessories made from natural materials. The food the kitchen has to offer can
be enjoyed by the guests with a unique
view of the pine forest and a romantic
fishpond. The restaurant also features

If you want to say your “I Do’s” in
a unique location where the needs of
your wedding guests will be fulfilled
with great care, say “I Do” to WELLNESS HOTEL SPARK. They can advise
the future newlyweds on menu selection and decorations or, on request,
provide the services of a florist capable
of realising even the most demanding
of visions. The quality service, the connection to nature and the proximity
of the fishpond make this place an
ideal location for other celebrations as
well. And if there are children on your
“guest list”, they are sure to appreciate

a first-floor gallery where you can taste
delicious spirits or Slovak wines in comfort,
enjoying good company. During the warm
months, you can also enjoy the restaurant’s
specialities on the covered or sun terrace,
surrounded by greenery and flowers.

A tailor-made menu
The menu of the WELLNESS HOTEL
SPARK is like a colourful palette guaranteed to satisfy the varied tastes of every
gourmet. No matter if you are a fan of meat
and fish or Slovak cuisine, you will not leave
hungry. In addition to the permanent

Photo: Wellness Hotel Spark

Wellness, photo: Wellness Hotel Spark

Its name, SPARK, is still a mystery for
many even after its six years of operation, a mystery with various answers.
However, we can tell you for a fact
that this word stands for one family’s
strength, trust, diligence and sacrifice,
all in the name of transforming a mundane piece of land into a poetic oasis of
peace, as the founders of this beautiful
hotel have done. Its cosiness is matched
by its luxury and delicious food. It offers
rest not just for the body, but also for the
mind. Accept our invitation for a small
tour around this extraordinary place.

A wedding amongst the
pines

the playground, with its natural surroundings.

An entirely unusual day
You do not have to be celebrating to
spend a beautiful time here, though.
The romantic footpath down to the
lake on the premises invites couples
in love for an evening walk with
a great dinner on top. Get everything
you ever wished for during your stay
at the WELLNESS HOTEL SPARK
and regain your lost energy.

Relax with a capital R
An important part of the hotel is the
wellness centre, where you can relax
in jacuzzi and detox in saunas. Active
swimmers will appreciate the swimming pool with a counterflow, and for
kids, there is a children’s pool. At the
relaxing wellness centre you can
choose one of the classic massages, or
you can enjoy one of the new ones, as
well as a beautifying ritual. The Lava
Bamboo massage, the Chocolate Oil
Fiji massage, the Fiji Coconut Wave,
Totoka – a honey massage against cellulite, the Fiji Ritual, the Matamanoa
Ritual. What do you think – does it
sound exotic enough for you to try?

A pleasant
accommodation
The WELLNESS HOTEL SPARK offers
its guests accommodation in 21 rooms
and three suites, with a total capacity of
63 people. All the rooms are decorated

Restaurant, photo: Wellness Hotel Spark

in soft warm colours with accessories that add
a subtle touch to the overall character of the
accommodation so that the guests feel comfortable and at peace during their stay.

Conferences with class
Three conference rooms with technical equipment with a capacity from 12 to 50 people
also provide an excellent environment for
training, team-building or work meetings.
Groups of colleagues will enjoy themselves
playing billiards or table football while sipping
on a cold Czech beer. The time you spend here
with your colleagues is guaranteed to be of
great benefit to your business.

A selection from the menu:
• Smooth garlic cream with field
mushroom chips and herbs

• Rabbit back in prosciutto with confit

potatoes, apple chutney and bean purée
with curry

• Seabass fillet baked with garlic and

creamed spinach and tomato au gratin
with pesto and parmesan cheese

• Turkey with five aromas with couscous
and vegetables

• Pork tenderloin and pear purée with
grilled potato slices

• Chicken ragout with chickpeas and
potato gnocchi

• Buckwheat risotto with mushrooms
Wellness Hotel Spark****
Tel.: +421 34 7746 203
www.hotelspark.sk

Conference room, photo: Wellness Hotel Spark
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TIPS: EVENTS

The jewels
of Záhorie

are hidden in
the Stupava
treasure chest
The Stupava Days of Cabbage are nowadays the
biggest crowd-puller that attracts tourists to
Stupava. But this small town in Záhorie offers
so much more. All you need to do is to just look
around carefully.

The first of our invitations concerns the synagogue, featuring
a ceiling with nine vaults, and the Jewish cemetery. The Stupava
synagogue is the second oldest synagogue building in Slovakia and
the only building of its type in our country. It was built in 1803 and
since then, it has been through some rough times. First, the sad and
well-known events of the Second World War decimated the local
Jewish community, and later another totalitarian regime continued
with the devastation of the deserted synagogue, which was used as
a warehouse for furniture and soil. Thanks to a group of enthusiasts
and the non-profit organisation Jewrope, the synagogue was saved
and significantly restored. It looks inconspicuous from the outside,
but the interior is impressive, thanks also to its preserved decorative painting. Interior damage has been left intact intentionally – as
a reference to the past. Occasionally there are concerts and exhibitions in the synagogue, and a museum exhibition is planned. The
visitors will get a chance to learn more about the famous Stupava
native Angelo Neumann – a baritone and the director of the New
German Theatre in Prague (today the State Opera). The theatre
magician and world-class director Max Reinhardt, whose father
also hails from Stupava, also managed to get his moments under
the spotlights. Recently, a square has been named after him and
a memorial plaque dedicated to him was uncovered in Stupava.

The green heart of Stupava
The locals are also proud of the park surrounding the church. It
serves the public and offers an unforgettable ambience in every
season of the year. The rustle of leaves in the majestic crowns of the
trees, wild ducks in the pond and birds’ songs can all be enjoyed
on benches and sunbeds. Kids like to frolic around the playground
and chase each other on the wooden bridges crossing the Stupava
stream. The old manorial brewery and mill that used to be here no
longer stand, but you can still take a walk through the romantic
chestnut tree avenue even today. The manor house and the park,
once owned by the Pálffy family and later by the Károlyis, are a national cultural monument. Their maintenance is provided for by the
town of Stupava and by the Bratislava self-governing region.

A town where
people know
how to work
hard
The people of Stupava
are also writing a successful story thanks to
the people that used to
live here before them.
The town was made famous by the jug-making
Putzovec and Kostka
families, and by Ferdiš
Kostka in particular.
Besides “cultivating”
the colourful ceramicmaking tradition, the locals also knew how to make good
use of the fertile local soil. They brought apples and cherries
to markets in Pressburg and Vienna, but it was the famous
Stupava cabbage, with its unique taste and quality, that
dominated the market. It has been possible to taste the Stupava cabbage annually for 20 years during the first weekend
of October as part of the Stupava Days of Cabbage.

Cirkul‘art

Tension, humour and
dell’arte creativity
415 performances by artists from 34 countries. The
spectacular eight years of the festival represents
a whole lot of hard work, but also three days of great
entertainment. The international circus festival
combines theatre, acrobatics and street art from all
over the world.

Town Cultural and Information Centre
Hlavná 1/24, 90031 Stupava, Tel.: + 421 (2) 6020 0935

Unique and unrivalled – that is how
one would describe the phenomenon of the new circus you can
experience in the beautiful location
of the park around the manor house
in picturesque Stupava. The magical atmosphere of circus caravans,
circus tents, flying acrobats and
artists from the beginning of time
will move your heart. Cirkul’art is
the only event of its kind in Slovakia
and you can look forward to enjoy it
again in 2019! The rich programme
features artists that will introduce
you to the secrets of contemporary circus. It is – always a Slovak
premiere – tailored for demanding
audiences, as well as families with
kids. Acrobats who are not afraid
to experiment defy the laws of
gravity head-on. They will tell you
stories full of interesting imagery
and emotions. And maybe they will
even take you back in time to your
own childhood. So do not forget to
visit Cirkul’art in May and you might
even learn a thing or two about this
unorthodox art at workshops!

www.cirkulart.sk

Photo: town of Stupava, Milan Kekeňák, m-ARK
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Stupava Municipal Authority
Tel.: +421 (2) 6020 0910, www.stupava.sk
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Bratislava of your childhood in your
paintings as well?
I have not done a painting like that just
yet. It will come.

Photo: m-ARK

It used to be a Young Pioneers’
building, right?
ÚDPMKG. The Klement Gottwald
Central House of the Young Pioneers
and Youth. A terrible name (laughs).
You had to either wear shoe covers or
take off your shoes. Even though all of
socialism was one big mess, there was
always order there. In the park, there
was a pool and playgrounds and children were watched over by paid pensioner staff wearing white coats. Those
were the vestiges of the good habits of
capitalism. Eventually, they shut it all

A master of good mood
Peter Stankovič (1962) – painter, illustrator, graphic designer.
He lives in Stupava, near the wood, together with his wife, the
jeweller Monika Vančová. With their sons Jakub, Lukáš and
Maťko, they have made their home in a river mill right out of
a fairytale, bought and restored by the artist’s father-in-law –
and an artist as well: the academic painter Ján Vančo. Apart
from that, he also finds his daily dose of inspiration here.
When a person establishes eye contact with your paintings, a large dose
of positive emotions is created. But
what is your own source of energy in
this world full of serious issues?
Everyone else. I prefer fun over a serious discussion. I like to philosophize,
but a cheerful outlook prevails. That is
why I love Mr. Štepka and Mr. Lasica,
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because they have a knack of finding
humour even in places where everyone else sees a problem.
Your good nature is best reflected
by your paintings dominated by
Bratislava. You were raised there,
on Kollár Square, in a house that
no longer exists. Can we see the

down. We, the kids, knew the whole of
the Old Town, all of its streets.
How do you perceive the Bratislava of
today?
It is a city meant more for companies
than for people. When they were deciding what to do with the area below the
castle, left empty after the Jewish settlement was demolished, I was in favour
of creating a new one there. It would
be full of life, just like Malá Strana in
Prague. But here, instead of expanding
the city centre, they allowed the construction of glass, reinforced concrete
air raid shelters.

you about it and what could you do without?
I do not like some of the ways in which certain
people behave. I love the way that in small
towns, communication with other people is immediate; people know each other; they can help
each other. And especially the peacefulness.
When I walk out of the door, I am in a forest,
not in a lift. Everything here inspires me.

Photo: m-ARK

What was that city like?
Very cosy. Whenever I remember it,
I see a summer day, the heated-up walls
of the old courtyard balcony houses,
children playing outside, the Presidential garden and today’s Presidential
Palace, which I know from the cellars to
the attic.

Have you thought about creating
a sort of “Bratislava parody”,
a critical painting?
Yes.
What would it show?
If I was to make fun of something,
it would be the parochialism. Many
people think they have come into
a big city, but they have brought their
parochialism with them.
Do you have a favourite landmark
you like to paint?
I love Bratislava and I would like to
paint everything. I like Art Nouveau
buildings a lot, but what I really love
is roofs, and I still feel as if I cannot
do them justice.

Roofs are amazing; even if they look
as if they are drunk and the tiles are
falling off, they still look quite poetic.
When it comes to your own house,
such blemishes irritate you, but when
it comes to paintings, the worse, the
better.
Yes, even if you are walking around
a village and you see an old roof, you
do not say “Look how old it is, but look
how beautiful it is.”!

Have you painted Stupava yet?
Not yet, but I intend to. As well as the surrounding villages.

You have lived in the country for
years...
15 years in Plavecký Štvrtok.

Is it just them learning from you, or you
from them as well?
Absolutely. Kids do not have any respect and
they are not afraid of using colour. They make
some amazing things!

Currently, you live in Stupava.
You are intimately familiar with the
Záhorie region, then. What excites

Kids tend to be mostly honest. What do your
kids have to say about your art?
Usually they just storm in, take a look, say:
“Wow, that’s pretty,” and then disappear again.
But when they draw, they draw their inspiration from the things they’ve seen. And they
have a great observational talent!

Your wife is also a creative person. Is she
your biggest critic?
Often, I would not be certain without her.
She is the first person I go to when I have lost
my direction. She is a very inspirational and
beautiful woman.
Do you have a favourite place as a family?
We do go back to Plavecký Štvrtok, where our
friends are, and we visit a lake in the woods
there – it is called the Sand Quarry. But other
than that, it is Počúvadlo near Banská
Štiavnica. If we do not visit there once a year,
it has not been a good year. I love Italy and
France. People there have a warm relationship
with art, but, thankfully, it is starting to happen around here as well.
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Príroda
Stupava
organic farm
Shepherd’s hut in the countryside
Bryndzové halušky (Slovak potato dumplings with bryndza sheep’s
cheese) or poppy seed dumplings can be tasted at various places.
But not far from Bratislava, near Stupava, they taste different –
better. You can find a true shepherd’s hut here where you can relax
just like the shepherds used to – in the grass, under the trees.

Great tips for your wanderlust
Marianka lies in a beautiful location which has been attracting
attention since time immemorial. But it has more to offer than
rare historical gems and a healing spring with miraculous
curative powers. Here are some tips from the Slovak Hiking Club
that will show you Marianka in a completely new light.

Marianka – easy trail

10 km in total, three hours, 280 m
change of elevation
Marianka (blue) – Malinský hill (blue,
yellow) – Malý Slavín – Pánova
meadow – back to Malý Slavín (yellow) – along the forest path and the
Marianský stream back to Marianka

Marianka – pilgrimage site, Lurdská
cave, Svätá studňa (the Holy Well),
Calvary
Stánisko – a picturesque meadow,
shelter, view to the west – Záhorská
Lowland, Austria – Marchfeld
Malý Slavín – a large shelter,
a monument to Russian soldiers from
World War II
Pánova meadow – a picturesque
place with a shelter with a view of the
surrounding hills
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Day trip, 26 km in total, eight hours,
900 m change of elevation
Marianka (red) – Borinka – Pajštún –
Košarisko (red, green) – Prepadlé
(green, blue) – Veľké Prepadlé – back
to Prepadlé (blue, green) – Košarisko –
Medené Hámre – Under Dračí Hrádok
(green, blue) – Svätý hill (blue, yellow) –
Klčovanice (yellow, red) – Marianka

The menu of the local shepherd’s hut,
moved here all the way from Zuberec in
the Orava region, includes bryndzové
pirohy (small dumplings stuffed with
sheep’s cheese), goulash with mutton from a ram, cabbage soup and
home-made sheep’s cheese, as well as
garlic soup served in a cob loaf baked in

Half-day trip of 17.4 km in total,
five hours 20 min., 780 m change
of elevation
Marianka (red) – Borinka – Pajštún
(red, yellow) – Kozlisko – Dračí Hrádok
– Under Dračí Hrádok (yellow, blue) –
Svätý vrch hill – Pánova meadow (blue,
yellow) – Malý Slavín – Malinský hill
(yellow, blue) – Marianka (blue)

Places of interest along the
trail:
Pajštún – a partially preserved castle
ruin with a beautiful view (the Alps are
visible during periods of particularly
good visibility)
Between the fork at Under Dračí
Hrádok and the Svätý vrch Hill –
a beautiful view over Dračí Hrádok
following a demanding climb
Pánova meadow, Malý Slavín,
Stánisko – described as part of the
first route

We recommend a visit
to the organic farm,
even on weekdays.

www.biofarma.sk

Photo: Biofarma Príroda

The slate flavour of Marianka

Places of interest along the trail:

Marianka – medium trail

the hut’s oven. The oven is made from
fireclay bricks, heated by wood, and
everything is prepared using hot steam.
Connoisseurs of traditional lagers of the
Pilsener variety will not be disappointed
either, and are sure to enjoy the homemade Kláštorný ležiak from the local
brewery.

Pajštún – described as part of the
second route
Veľké Prepadlé – approximately 600 m
from the Prepadlé fork (green, blue)
following the blue hiking sign towards
Skala, the Stupava stream disappears
into the ground and only comes back
to the surface at Medené Hámre. It is
only after heavy rain and during the
spring when the snow is melting that the
stream flows partially on the surface,
which adds to the remarkable character
of the place. The Strmina nature
preserve is located between Košarisko
and Medené Hámre. The road leads
through an impressive deep canyon, with
a complex cave system in the area.

Marianka is the oldest pilgrimage site in Hungarian part of Austro-Hungarian Empire, but have you
heard about its famous slate past?
The slate processing company was founded
in 1859 by a Frenchman, Paul-Eugéne
Bontoux, and the work of his employees
was made easier by five steam engines
and by the use of mining carts. Roof tiles,
cobblestones and tiling were made from the
slate. But the Marianka slate was also used
to make school slates for export to Europe,
South America, Asia and the Orient. Slate
mining in Marianka stopped in 1916. Slates
were replaced by exercise books and the

slate roofing tiles were replaced by fired
tiles. Thanks to the Permon Marianka association, you can visit the smallest mining
exhibition in Slovakia here. In addition to
seeing all the period postcards and photos,
you will be able to experience writing with
a slate pencil or the cutting of the slate.
Or you can also make a small heart out of
this unique material. It will be a reminder
of a place you love to return to.
www.marianka.sk

Photo: Ivan Paška

Photo: Ivan Paška

Places of interest along the
trail:

Marianka – harder trail

In the summer, you can
watch the life on the
farm directly from a table
on the summer terrace:
horses, geese, ducks
and, of course, sheep.
The sound of their bells is
guaranteed to captivate
everyone. Kids will enjoy
the children’s playgrounds,
as well as the animal
enclosures. Staying here
is great for your health –
the organic farm stretches
over 22 hectares of the
Botanical Garden of Comenius University. The garden contains 62 species
of woody plants in a total
number of around 1000.
After a good lunch, you
are also sure to appreciate
a walk along the Botanical
Trail of Gustáv Čejka.
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THE GUARDIAN
OF ZÁHORIE
Photo: m-ARK

It is one of the impressive landmarks of the Záhorie part
of the Small Carpathians. If you take the western route
through this mountain range, it is impossible to miss.

A treasury of folk
architecture
THE VILLAGE OF PLAVECKÝ PETER
In Záhorie, where wood is plentiful,
wooden log houses were originally
built, but not a single one of them
has survived. They were destroyed
by fires which did not spare even the
village of Plavecký Peter, located
in the neighbouring region – the
Trnava self-governing region.
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It is perched above the surrounding lowlands and although
Plavecký Castle is just a ruin today, it is far from being just a pile
of rubble. Even several centuries later, it is clear it was once very
majestic. It is located on a limestone hill and from an altitude of
400 m above sea level, it commands the surrounding pine forests.
Plavecký Castle was built as a royal border fortress on the initiative of the son of the Bratislava mayor Kunt, called Detrich.
The fortress, consisting of a rectangular fortification and a prismatic tower, was called Detrich’s Stone. Various owners adapted
its appearance according to their needs and taste and the times
they lived in. Successively, it belonged to Ctibor of Ctiboríce,

Photo: m-ARK

Plavecký Castle

The building of wooden houses was stopped
by the landowners, who no longer allowed
logging in their forests. The abolition of
serfdom and the permission to bake bricks
not just for themselves, but also for sale, untied people’s hands.
They started building houses made from unfired bricks. This
type of building was also pushed in connection with the so-called
“Fire Patent” of 1751, courtesy of Maria Theresa. It laid down the
basic principles of fire protection related to house building and
committed the villages to build bell towers and get night guards.
The preserved building complex seen in the village consists of
ground floor elongated houses with saddle roofs. Those were
originally made of straw, but at the beginning of the 20th century,
the straw was superseded by roofing tiles.

the counts of Svätý Jur and Pezinok, the Seredians, the Fuggers, the Balašians, Matúš Čák of Trenčín and the Pálffy family of Erdöd. Its era of fame came to a full stop in 1706 with
the skirmishes between the imperial army and the rebels, but
nowadays, the village of Plavecké Podhradie, in cooperation
with volunteers, is attempting to save it.

Plavecké Podhradie
www.plpodhradie.sk
Tel.: +421 034/ 6585 123
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Devín Castle – Sandberg – Devín Lake – Vysoká pri Morave – Záhorská
Ves/Angern – Marchegg – Schloss Hof Castle – Niederweiden Castle –
Freedom Cycling Bridge – Devínska Nová Ves
Route length: 60 km, no significant elevation difference
You will start pedalling under the ruins
of Devín Castle. The longest European
cycling route – EuroVelo 13 – will lead
you to the Sandberg paleontological
site. Along the River Morava, you can
refresh yourselves at the U Starého
Bicykla buffet, which also offers views
overlooking the unique biotope of
Devín Lake. Your nearest stop will be
Vysoká pri Morave, where you may
find the memorial to Zoltán Halmay,
an Olympic swimmer who won seven
Olympic medals for Austro-Hungarian
Empire. In Záhorská Ves, you will leave
EuroVelo 13 and cross to Austria by
a ferryboat. In Marchegg, you can
admire a rare colony of storks, which
made their home here back in 1930.
You can regain your strength in the
grounds of the Baroque castle and then
a true highlight of the route awaits
you – Schloss Hof Castle. Near here,
you can find another monument –
Niederweiden Castle. From Schloss
Hof, it is about two kilometres back to
Slovakia. The countries once divided
by the Iron Curtain are connected via
the Freedom Cycling Bridge, which the
people of Bratislava have also taken to
calling the Chuck Norris Bridge, which
was the name that gathered the most
support in an internet poll. There, in
the outdoor Iron Curtain Museum, you
can touch the very same barbed wire
that once divided Europe. The bridge
will lead you to Devínska Nová Ves,
where you can get on a train to continue your journey.

TIP FOR A TRIP
TO SCHLOSS HOF IN MARIA THERESA’S
FOOTSTEPS
The perfection of Prince Eugene of Savoy’s
home is created by the strictly symmetrical
baroque gardens. They are bustling with
life throughout the year, and not only
because of the local farm animals. The engaging exhibitions are complemented by
various thematic and seasonal events.
Markets, classical music concerts, culinary
events and popular holiday events attract
both kids and adults. Just three kilometres
from here is the Niederweiden hunting
lodge, with its gardens enlivened by the
playful rococo. Both these places are also
connected by the fact that Maria Theresa
acquired them in 1755 and gave them to her
husband. The Imperial couple used them
mainly during hunts and usually travelled
to Bratislava via a bridge, once located at
exactly the same spot where the Freedom
Cycling Bridge is located at today.

Niederweiden Castle, photo: m-ARK

Schloss Hof Castle, photo: m-ARK
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Schloss Hof Castle, photo: m-ARK

Freedom Cycling Bridge, photo: m-ARK

Freedom Cycling Bridge, photo: VideoFly
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THE IRON CURTAIN ROUTE

Niederweiden Castle, photo: m-ARK

Let those
wheels spin

To get on a bike and just
ride. You know how it is:
soon, a feeling of freedom,
some fatigue, but mostly
just great delight comes.
And since Austria is just
a stone’s throw away from
Bratislava, your trip will gain
an international dimension.
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DÜRNKRUT IS FAMOUS FOR THE BATTLE BETWEEN
THE CZECH KING PREMYSL OTAKAR II AND
RUDOLF I HABSBURG IN 1278.

Dürnkrut Castle, photo: m-ARK
Ebenthal Castle, photo: m-ARK

ROUTE THROUGH AUSTRIA
AND ZÁHORIE
Záhorská Ves/Angern – Ebenthal – Waidendorf – Dürnkrut (Kruta) –
Jedenspeigen – Hohenau/Mor. sv. Ján – Malé Leváre – Veľké Leváre –
Gajary – Suchohrad – Záhorská Ves

EuroVelo 13 Cycling Route, photo: m-ARK

Route length: 74 km, minimum elevation

As you cross the border by the ferryboat,
make your way towards Ebenthal, turning
your attention to the local Baroque palace
complex. You will discover the winemaking
village of Waidendorf, with a riding school
and the Archehof farm with its old breeds
of horses. The village of Dürnkrut
is adorned with a Renaissance castle
with a chapel, today the seat of the local
authorities. You can visit the church, which
features a late Baroque altar, and discover
the wine alleys behind the church.
Dürnkrut is famous for the battle between
the Czech king Premysl Otakar II and
Rudolf I Habsburg in 1278. You can find out
more about the battle from the exhibition
at the castle in the village of Jedenspeigen.
From here, make your way in the direction
of the Hohenau – Mor. sv. Ján border crossing. On the Slovak side, visit the Church
of St. John the Baptist and the Hutterite
Court, where traditional Hutterite feasts
are held in September.

From the EuroVelo 13 cycling route, turn to
Malé Leváre,with its remarkable Levanduland – a large lavender farm offering
seasonal pick-your-own opportunities. In
nearby Veľké Leváre, visit the Iser House,
home of the Hutterite Museum, and the
two-towered Roman Catholic Church of
the Name of the Virgin Mary, the second
largest church in Záhorie after the Basilica
in Šaštín. In memory of the consecration of
Hutterite chapel, Hutterite feasts are held
in the village every year on the first Sunday
of July. Next on the route are Gajary and
Suchohrad, with several monuments which
remind us of the past presence of the Pállfys and Hutterites. Your journey will end at
your starting point. Should you happen to
see some curious big lumps of concrete on
your journey, those are bunkers. The line
of ingeniously constructed strongholds
was built before the Second World War,
but they were never used because of the
consequences of the Munich Agreement.
Veľké Leváre – the Iser House, photo: m-ARK
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Bratislava

Bratislava at night from the observation tower, photo by: m-ARK

It is easy to describe: neither small
nor big, but pretty much perfect
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It has many faces and that is something everyone ﬁnds intriguing. No matter if
you came from near or from afar, whatever good winds have guided you here,
in Bratislava, you will feel simply GREAT.
World and traditional gastronomy, the oases of greenery in the city, the impressive
panoramic views, the art, the culture, the sports facilities. The palaces, the narrow streets of
the Old Town, as well as the historic squares, the buildings that remember a lot. In contrast
to that, the modern shopping centres, the bold projects and the new buildings. Somewhere
in between, the old blocks of flats and the housing estates from the era of Communism.
And the people, energetic and strong-willed. Bratislava lies in the most dynamically
developing region of Central Europe. When you visit it, you will understand why that
is. But be sure to stay for the night and take a look around some of our housing estates.
Only then, once thousands of lights illuminate the windows and everything goes quiet,
will you be able to say: I have seen Bratislava.
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BRATISLAVA TIPS

BRATISLAVA CITY GALLERY
Permanent expositions of baroque
paintings and sculptures, as well as
some less traditional exhibitions of
various art forms, can be seen in the

Bratislava

A beauty capable of seducing anyone
Bratislava has enchanted plenty of tourists already and if you
give it a moment of your valuable time, it will certainly do so
again. Small compared to other metropolises, yet large in its
wealth, it is sure to enchant every traveller. Even one yearning
for adrenaline.
You are guaranteed to get your blood
flowing at the latest attraction, called
Skywalk, where you can – secured with
ropes – walk on the ledge of an observation platform reminiscent of a flying
UFO 85 metres above the ground.
Those who like to have their feet on
the round might prefer a walk around
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the city. You can enter it through the
last remaining gate of the city fortification system, known as Michal’s Gate.
Walking around the city, you will meet
several well-known quiet citizens of
Bratislava – the sculptures adding to
the ambience of the stone squares and
winding streets. The most famous trio

are Schöne Náci – a good-natured, delicate, elegantly dressed man who used to
live in the city in the first half of the 20th
century, Čumil (Rubberneck) – a bronze
sculpture of a man peeking out of
a manhole, born from the imagination of
artist Viktor Hulík, and the Napoleonic
soldier – a memorial to Napoleon’s siege
of Bratislava between 1805 and 1809.
Bratislava gets a romantic touch thanks
to historical buildings such as the unmissable Old Town Hall. If you climb the
narrow stairs to the top of its 45-metrehigh tower, you will be presented with

Photo: VideoFly

Photo: visitbratislava.sk

an unforgettable view. History was also
written in the Primate’s Palace, where,
following Napoleon’s victory in the
Battle of Austerlitz, the representatives
of the French and Austrian emperors
signed the well-known treaty called the
Treaty of Pressburg. Two true jewels of
Bratislava are the Reduta – the home
of the Slovak Philharmonic Orchestra
– and the Rococo Grasalkovič Palace –
the seat of the President of the Slovak
Republic. Not far from here, uphill,
lies Bratislava Castle – the location of
big historical events in our city. A lot
has changed here since then, but the

legendary genius loci has remained
with the castle hill. Today, you can visit
the Historical Museum – SNM – here,
relax in the baroque garden, enjoy
the breathtaking views of the city and
then return there by walking down the
castle steps.
A view of the largest church in Bratislava – the Cathedral of St. Martin – will
present itself to you. The Gothic threeaisle church from the 15th century
once served as a coronation church,
which is commemorated by a 330,7 lb
gold-plated replica of the coronation
crown set atop the Cathedral tower,

Mirbach and Pálff y Palaces. The latter also
includes the Matej Krén Passage, proving
that art can be fun too.
NEDBALKA
Presents you with the artworks of artists
working in Slovakia from the end of the
19th century to the present. The modern
gallery in a historic building reminds its visitors of the famous Guggenheim museum in
New York with its interior and glass dome.
SLAVÍN
The largest war
memorial in
Central Europe
is one of the
city’s biggest
landmarks. 6845
soldiers of the
Soviet Red Army
who fell during
the liberation of
Bratislava during
World War II
dream their eternal dreams here.

Photo: m-ARK

Photo: m-ARK

THE SLOVAK NATIONAL THEATRE
AND THE OPERA
Spend an evening in the company of
our great actors. A visit to the Slovak
National Theatre’s New Building,
which combines elements of functionalism and postmodernism, is
a significant architectural experience.
The Slovak National Theatre Opera,
situated in a beautiful building in the
eclectic style of the duo of architects
Ferdinand Fellner and Hermann
Helmer, also has a firm spot on the
operatic map of the world.

STARÁ TRŽNICA (The Old Market Place)
The first covered market was opened here
in 1910. This technical monument with
a steel structure was converted to a TV
studio and warehouses in 1960. Today, the
green metal gate with glass windows opens
regularly every Saturday. The popular TRHPIAC-MARKT food market takes place here,
always accompanied by a rich supporting
programme.

85 metres above the city. Your attention
will also be drawn to other churches
that are smaller, but equally charming – especially to the Church of St.
Elizabeth, always called the Little Blue
Church by the locals. This rare building
designed by the Hungarian architect
Edmund Lechner is one of the greatest
Art Nouveau jewels of Bratislava. In its
vicinity, you may also find two other
important buildings representing the
last of the universal international art
styles – the Art Nouveau building of
the Gamča Gymnasium and the Roset
Boutique Hotel.
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Green city
on the Danube

BRATISLAVA CASTLE

Shining like a groom
in a white wedding shirt
Photo: VideoFly

Bratislava Castle gained its
attractive new appearance
following a demanding
reconstruction. Your visit will
be rewarded with a beautiful
view of the Old Town, Petržalka
and the River Danube.
And much more.

Celtic settlement exposition, photo: m-ARK

The settlement of the castle hill dates back 4500 years.
The bronze statue of the most important monarch of the
Great Moravian Empire, Svatopluk, is another reminder of
this famous era in our history. The castle later became the seat
of the royal family and for a while also the main royal castle of
Hungary. Its downfall was aided by Napoleon’s artillery and by
the fire of 1811. Bratislava Castle gained its attractive new appearance following a difficult restoration that continues to this
day. You should not expect any of the luxury pieces other royal
courts are famous for, and you should not expect stories about
the lady of the castle. Today, the building serves the representative purposes of the National Council of the Slovak Republic
and the Historical Department of the Slovak National Museum. At the present, we would like to invite you to the Celts
of Bratislava exhibition. The real treat for the visitor’s eye can
be found in the Treasury, which first opened to the public in
2018. In the castle area, take a look at how the young baroque
garden from 2016 is doing. It is planted with 122 silver lime
trees, about 6000 boxes and over a thousand summer flowers,
just as it was designed in the days of Maria Theresa.

Green is the colour of hope, but also a colour
symbolising a healthy environment and therefore
a better life. Green oases of tranquillity can be found in
many places in Bratislava, making it the third greenest
city in the world after Reykjavik and Auckland.
Kamzík and Železná studnička, the Janko Kráľ Orchard, the
Medická garden, the baroque garden of the Bratislava castle,
Horský Park. These are the favourite relaxation spots of the
people in Bratislava. You can also find some natural preserved
areas within the city limits – the Danube bottomlands, Devínska
Kobyla or the picturesque areas in the Morava river basin.

Our tip: tree houses
In Bratislava, you can become a true Robinson! The best way to
experience the magic of the surrounding nature is to spend the
night here. In Bratislava’s forests, in the company of nocturnal
butterflies, where the ringing of mobile phones is replaced by
the hooting of an owl, you will realise the moonlight is the best
cinema in the world. Accept our invitation and stay in the crowns
of the trees – in Domček pod dubmi (The house under oak) –
four metres above ground, or in Domček na Kačíne (The house
in Kačín), more than 6 metres above ground.
More information: visitbratislava.com/green

Photo: VideoFly
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Bratislava once used to be one of
the major hubs of European Jewry.
It is evidenced by several valuable
monuments, but also by the fact that the
local Yeshiva with 400 students was led
by an important Orthodox rabbi, Moshe
Schreiber, known as Chatam Sofer. The
Second World War brought destruction
and the destruction of the monuments
continued through the communist era.
Despite this, Bratislava offers several
remarkable experiences on its path
through its Jewish cultural heritage.

You can find more about the
Jewish monuments of Bratislava
in the online guide at:
www.jewishbratislava.sk
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The history and culture of the Jewish community in Bratislava and the surrounding
area can still be appreciated thanks to the permanent exhibition of the Jewish Community Museum on the first floor of the only remaining synagogue in the city – on
Heydukova Street. It represents cubism, which was typical of the Bratislava of the
1920s, when the building was built. To this day, it is the venue for Jewish synagogue
services. In 2019, be sure to come and see the precious monuments from the collection of the pre-war Jewish Museum in Prešov, the very first Jewish museum in
Slovakia. Should you be yearning for more, you are also welcome to visit the Museum
of Jewish Culture in Bratislava on Židovská Street. It focuses on the progress of Jewish culture and also documents the Holocaust in Slovakia. The exhibitions feature rare
Judaica, documents and paintings that have been saved from destruction or being
exported to other countries.
Under the hill where Bratislava Castle is located, be sure to visit the Chatam Sofer
Memorial. There once used to be a cemetery in this area. Its history ended as
a result of the construction of the nearby tunnel and the regulation of the waterfront.
The cemetery was destroyed, most of the graves were excavated, the remains were
transferred to a new Orthodox cemetery and only 23 graves of the Bratislava scholars
remained, surrounding the tomb of their mentor. Those interested in visiting the tomb
must make a reservation in advance. In the underground surroundings of the tomb,
a special kind of peace and strength envelops the visitors. The modern exterior of the
Memorial consists of a black prism-like entrance and of glass matzevas, symbolizing
the tombstones that were lost. Not far from here, you can find the Holocaust Memorial, built on the site of a former Neologic synagogue. Sadly, you will not be able to
see the synagogue – it had to yield to the plans of the designers of the Bridge of the
Slovak National Uprising, who tore it down in 1969. Despite this, we are sure your
journey following in the footsteps of Bratislava Jewry will certainly be unforgettable.

The highest quality of the Hotel Tatra has been proved by its long
history and hundreds of satisfied clients. It has been offering its
services since 1930. You will find it just a few minutes’ walk from
the city centre, a delight for anyone interested in getting to know
Bratislava in close-up.
It represents a great starting point
when planning your trips if you
come to visit Bratislava privately,
with your family or with friends. The
close proximity of the city centre
will certainly also be appreciated by
your colleagues or corporate guests if
you decide to organize a congress or
seminar here. The hotel offers you four
congress halls with a total capacity of
up to 700 guests, with the capacity of
the largest one being up to 350 people.
You are guaranteed to be satisfied as
the required space can be tailored to
your needs. As always, it all depends
on the requirements of the client,

which the hotel staff is always happy
to accommodate. You can count on
top-quality technical facilities in the
conference rooms and a professional
approach from the staff.

Accessible comfort
200 comfortable rooms – of which
58 are single, 134 double and eight are
luxury suites. Here, the purely numerical stats of the Hotel Tatra might end.
But they do not. The plus here is that
there are also three rooms specially
adapted for guests with disabilities.
Additionally, all areas of the hotel offer
wheelchair access.

Photo: Hotel Tatra

The Orthodox Synagogue, photo: m-ARK

Chatam Sofer Memorial, photo: m-ARK

Following the footprints
no wind could blow away and
no rain could wash out

Hotel
Tatra
A symbol of comfort and professionalism
Old Bratislava restaurant
and café
A stylish restaurant reminiscent of old
times will certainly be a great choice to
enjoy a seasonal menu. At the time this
text was being written, the restaurant’s
menu was tempting its guests with offers
of bryndza tartare, bryndza soup, marinated lamb chops or blackcurrant sorbet.
Regardless of the season, you are sure to
appreciate not just the culinary craft of
the chef, but also the welcoming environment. A glass of sparkling wine or a delicious cup of coffee can be enjoyed in the
cosy café, which has an area reserved for
lovers of cigars and fragrant tobacco.

Hotel Tatra 
Námestie 1. mája 5
811 06 Staré Mesto, Bratislava
Tel.: +421 259 272 111, www.hoteltatra.sk
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Photo: Roman Restaurants

AU CAFÉ is just a few steps away from here.

Its story started as a café in 1827. The restaurant
was added in 1890, but the place got its oomph a bit
later from its next owners – Karl von Palugyay and
Otto Kolln. The restaurant, with a café and terrace in
its own garden, became a sought-after place for the
people of Bratislava. It was a destination for their
casual walks or they got here aboard the Propeller
from the other bank and enjoyed a dessert, a coffee,
a chat or a dance. Following the glory years came
a decline that ended in the ’60s with the building
being demolished. All that was once good did
survive, though, and the confirmation came in 2003
when the Au Café restaurant was reopened. Au Café
specializes in Italian cuisine with its customary
home-made pasta, steaks, fresh salads, delicious
soups or crispy pizza. And on top of all that, of
course, the delicious world-renowned wine.
www.au-cafe.sk

VISIT PETRŽALKA AND

EXPERIENCE “HEAVEN IN YOUR MOUTH”
The second longest European river, the Danube, splits Bratislava into
two parts. On the left bank, the historic part lives its life, on the right
bank lies Petržalka. Once the small village of Engerau, now a pulsating
city. Seemingly a city within a city where you can enjoy a great
experience of taste. Courtesy of the Roman Restaurants brand.

Both restaurants – Leberfinger and
Au Café – are located in a beautiful setting at the edge of Janko
Kráľ’s Orchard. It is for Bratislava
what Hyde Park is for London and
Central Park for New York. Under
the 200-year-old plane trees, you
can see families with children,
couples in love, seniors or frisbee or
yoga enthusiasts. This public park,
the oldest in Central Europe, was
established between 1774 and 1776.
Because of the layout of the footpaths, it was named “Sternallee”,
meaning “Star Avenue”. It consisted
of avenues of alder, poplar, maple,
willow, ash and elm trees. Walking through the Orchard, you will
discover an utterly unique garden
gazebo. The purpose of this peculiar
building used to be completely different: it was the tower of a Franciscan church. You might also come
across the statue of Janko Kráľ,
created by the academic sculptor
František Gibala. Combining good
food with a walk in such a place is
certainly a good idea.

Parcafe Wine Bar & Tapas
in the SC Retro is also part of
the Roman Restaurants network.

The first two places we invite all passionate gourmets to visit can be found right by the
river. Both places have every right to be proud of their past, as well as their present.
If you would like to spend some memorable
moments, you are very welcome to enjoy
the RIVERS CLUB, a perfect venue for
weddings, corporate events, cocktail parties,
banquets or conferences. Everything will be
fully prepared for you according to your most
demanding requirements. The Rivers Club, born
as a conversion of the river tugboat Kriváň, is
a modern multifunctional venue which also
offers a totally unique view of Bratislava Castle
and the Old Town. From the bank, you can also
admire the Slovak building of the 20th century –
the Bridge of the Slovak National Uprising, with
its observation tower – or you can go for a walk
to one of the oldest theatres in the city – the
Arena Theatre. If you are looking to enjoy some
quality culture in Petržalka, do not hesitate to
choose from what this multi-genre theatre has
to offer. www.riversclub.sk

LEBERFINGER featuring the traditional Pressburg cuisine,
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To finish off our gourmet wanderings, here’s another great tip. The Roman
Restaurants group also includes the PORTOFINO restaurant, located
near the Petržalka embankment, guaranteed to captivate you with its
contemporary design, as well as its fresh menu. Whether you decide to start
your day here with a generous and healthy breakfast or to enjoy a great
lunch courtesy of the pasta experts and the imaginative salad masters, you
are guaranteed to want to come back for more. And if you do, be sure also
to taste their delicious soups, grilled specialties or the unforgettable risotto.
www.portofino.sk

Photo: Roman Restaurants

Photo: Roman Restaurants

started as a tavern on a road that represented an important traffic
hub. It was the second half of the 18th century and Maria Theresa
ruled over Austria-Hungary. The town owned five inns and one of
them was the Bruck Auel Wirtshaus in Petržalka – the predecessor of
the Leberfinger of today. After the regulation of the River Danube and
creation of a public park – today’s Janko Kráľ’s Orchard, the importance
of the inn increased. It changed its appearance, as well as its owners.
At the end of the 19th century, the building was taken over by Ludwig
Leberfinger and the inn was honoured by a visit from the Emperor
Franz Joseph himself. Who knows if, offered a choice from the current
menu, he would decide on a “Franz Joseph” Tafelspitz with boiled vegetables, roast potatoes, spinach and chive mayonnaise?
www.leberfinger.sk
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Paris has the Louvre, Madrid has the
Museo del Prado and London has its
National Gallery. Even smaller cities
can leave big marks on the cultural
map of the world: like Bilbao and its
incredible Guggenheim Museum, or
our own Bratislava with its breathtaking Danubiana.

The three elements
Photo: m-ARK

Danubiana

A SYMBOL OF MODERN BRATISLAVA

the artist lived and produced his art took
a month to complete and led Polakovič to
the idea of opening the first private gallery
in Slovakia in his home town of Poprad – the
Yellow House of Vincent van Gogh. He then
became acquainted with a Dutch art collector
and patron, Gerard Meulensteen, which led
to the realization of a great dream. A realization you should experience for yourself. That
is the only way to fully experience the fusion
of nature and art. Outside, where a pleasant
breeze is always blowing from the direction
of the River Danube, sculptures will make
an impression on you. Inside, you will find
a generous space in harmony with the river
outside, which makes itself obvious thanks
to the large windows. It might captivate you
in exactly the same way as it did some of the
European leaders or celebrities who visited
the city. And when you have had your fill of
those beautiful views, venture outside to the
walkway on the museum’s roof. To watch the
sunset here is sure to be one of the highlights
of your visit to Danubiana.

Almost 20 years after its inception,
Danubiana will undergo yet another
great transformation. In the spring of
2019, an industrial-themed Pavilion
of Contemporary Art dedicated to
young Slovak artists should be finished.
They will be offered 500 m² of space to
present their art, which is a great opportunity for them to make themselves
known, given the fact that approximately 60,000 art enthusiasts visit the
Danubiana each year.
The annex will extend the area of the
already impressive work of architect
Petr Žalman, who is behind the idea of
giving the museum a lenticular shape,
referring to the past of this location.
This was indeed the shape of Roman
galleys, once used by the Romans
inhabiting this general area. Another
part of the museum, where a permanent collection is located, was built on
the basis of a design by architect Ján
Kukuľa in 2014.

DANUBIANA – Modern Art Centre
www.danubiana.sk
Opening hours: Tue-Sun: 10 AM – 6 PM

A dream come true
None of this would be possible without
the love of art of gallery owner Vincent
Polakovič, who in 1990 decided to
follow in the footsteps of Vincent van
Gogh. His journey to the places where

Photo: m-ARK

Photo: Danubiana Meulensteen Art Museum

A city’s completeness is often linked to the kind of space
it offers to culture and art. Space both as an intangible
concept, as well as space as a place where magnificent
stories from the realms of fantasy of the greats of music,
theatrical wizards or masters of fine art take place.

It is a place where the three key
elements of success come together:
modern architecture, a powerful story
and quality content. These are the
elements that attract millions of art
tourists across the world and it would
be amazing if they also happened to
discover Danubiana.
Ever since its opening in the millennial year of 2000, the Danubiana
Meulensteen Art Museum has been
the venue for many fascinating
exhibitions presenting the vision of
the world of contemporary artists to
the public. And its plans for 2019 are
also quite bold. We will be presented
with exhibitions of both Slovak and
international artists, including Marek
Ormandík, Zuang Zhon Yi, Rudolf
Sikora, Vladimír Židlický, Ákos Birkás,
Viktor Hulík and Vladimír Gažovič.
You can also look forward to a great
Filipino art exhibition.

An annex for young
talents
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Photo: http://dobrytrh.sk/

IN BRATISLAVA
Bratislava City Days, April

Photo: Karol Srnec

BRATISLAVA

Experience plenty of attractions and get to know the city museum,
gallery and zoo. Admission is free in all cases.

The Cultural Summer and Castle Festival,

is never boring

June-September
The city’s largest festival transforms Bratislava into a pulsating city
of many genres. It includes the International Guitar Festival and the
Travel Cinema and you can visit, for example, the Summer Reading
Room u Červeného raka.

IN THE STREETS OF BRATISLAVA, ART OF
ALL KINDS CAN BE ACCESSED AT A TOUCH

Bratislava Coronation Days, June

Enjoy the coronation atmosphere with theatrical performances,
sacral concerts or period games. The climax of the event comes in
the form of the coronation of one of the rulers.

Opening the streets and courtyards
to the people. Here you can buy
some quality products from local
producers or small craftsmen. It is
also good because it offers experiences as well, and all of that in true
zero-waste fashion.

(Knights at Devín)
Discover some of the historical
epochs – from the Middle Ages
to the Renaissance! The Society of Historic Martial Arts and
Crafts from Bratislava showcases
their art here. You can relax in
the torture room and have a cup
of tea in the historic tea room.

Viva Musica! Festival
This means classical music in
unconventional places. Since 2005,
it has been possible even for those
who would probably never visit the
opera or a philharmonic concert to
enjoy world-famous arias and works
by leading composers. You can see
selected concerts free of charge.

Urban Art Festival
This city-wide, multi-genre festival
kills boredom and unites events
that already existed. Apart from
that, you can enjoy picnics, taste
some street food or travel in time!
And if it is raining, you can take
shelter in the umbrella street.
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Bratislava Music Festival,

October-November
This year marks the 55th anniversary of this prestigious music
festival, an occasion you should certainly not miss.

The 2019 Christmas Markets and New
Year’s Eve,

November-December 2019
Enjoy the romantic time before Christmas and also on New Year’s
Eve, with plenty of music and fireworks to experience.
Photo: Karol Srnec

Rytieri na Devíne

Rímske hry – Limes
Days – Gerulata, Rusovce
A pleasant atmosphere, new
discoveries, entertainment – in
other words, just “bread and
circuses” – nothing is missing
here. Go back in time all the way
to ancient Rome.

Photo: Karol Srnec

Photo: http://dobrytrh.sk/

The Summer Shakespeare Festival represents a tribute to the great Bard. If you love music, immerse yourself in
one of the concerts of the Cathedral Organ Festival. Music enthusiasts will also surely enjoy the Days of Early
Music, the Convergence, the World Music Festival or the Bratislava Jazz Days. The visual arts are represented
annually by Ekotopfilm, the Bratislava Biennial of Illustrations, the Month of Photography and other events.
The Night of Museums and Galleries offers a chance to discover art, as well as well-kept secrets. The Mobilisation
and Napoleon’s Siege of Bratislava will help you familiarise yourself with the historical events. The Rača Grape
Harvest and Gurman Fest offer a true gourmet experience.
Dobrý trh (Good Market)

Photo: BTB

TOP 5
events

Visit Bratislava – discover Prešporok

The Coronation Days commemorate Prešporok’s famous
past as a coronation city. The
culmination of the event is
the coronation in St. Martin’s
Cathedral.
10 kings, seven royal wives and
one ruling queen – Maria Theresa – were crowned there between
1563 and 1830. Prešporok became the coronation city following
the capture by the Turks of Székesfehérvár, where the coronations
took place until then. Be sure to visit Michael’s Gate, where you
can see the coronation route on an authentic period model of the
city. Take a picture of yourself in period clothes with the coronation
insignia at the photo-video point.

More information can
be found at the website
www.visitbratislava.com
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VIECHA MALÝCH VINÁROV
A PLACE OF GREAT FLAVOURS
The wine-making tradition, established in the
region of today’s Bratislava under the rule of the
Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius, has survived to
this day. Thanks not only to hard work and the skill
of our wine-growers, but also to the appreciation of
the regulars, enjoying the company and wine in the
famous Bratislava wine bars.
The wine bars used to sell the wine made by the wine-makers.
The most famous ones were located in Vysoká, Rajská and Valónska
Streets. There was a rule that only allowed the wine-maker to serve
his wine for two weeks during the season and in a predetermined
order. To make it easy to recognise where you could have your drink,
the wine-makers put a bunch of straw and evergreens on a long
stick, making a “viecha”. Throughout the year, the owners used
to live there, but when the time came to broach the barrels, they
limited themselves to using only one of the rooms and “lent” the rest
of the house to their guests. There was always fun to be had under
the straw. The sound of laughter and singing echoed through the
streets. You could hear people speaking Slovak, but also Hungarian
and German.

Photo: Tour4U

Bratislava from a different perspective

It all started when, after the Velvet Revolution,
a tour bus driver, Dušan Šmidák, decided to
uncover and promote the beauty and history of
Bratislava to its visitors. His love of horses led
him to build his first cart in 1996. It gradually
became three carts and six horses. But it was not

enough to satisfy the crowds of people who
were interested and so he started building
his very first sight-seeing car. On a chassis
that was available and based on a photo
of a period vehicle driving the streets of
Bratislava 100 years ago, he built his very first
Prešporáčik® Oldtimer car in 2000; along with
two others, it can be seen cruising through
the historic streets of Bratislava to this day.
You can find shelter from the rain or cold in
them; in summer, you can enjoy the comfort of
a cabriolet. If you take the Hradný okruh (the
Castle Ring Road) in a Prešporáčik® Oldtimer,
you can discover a wider area surrounding the
city centre. An audio guide in 20 languages
is available, including a trail for kids created
by a famous Slovak writer, Ľubomír Feldek.
Thanks to another passion of Mr. Šmidák,
speedboats from SpeedBoats.sk cruise the
River Danube.
Tour4u – DMC will also be happy to prepare
a customized corporate or accompanying
programme tailored to your needs.

Tour4U, s.r.o. www.tour4u.sk, info@tour4u.sk, HOTLINE: +421 903 302 817
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Vojtěch Záhorský, offering authentic wines in his Viecha malých
vinárov wine bar, is trying to revive the atmosphere of old
times. A glass of delicious wine in the friendly atmosphere of
a modern “viecha” wine bar can be experienced at Košická 48,
at Radlinského 24/B and, most recently, also in the Old Market
Hall. Here you will find high-quality Slovak wines without added
preservatives made by small wine-makers. You will appreciate
the authentic wines produced by Slobodné vinárstvo and by
the family-owned Mátyás winery from Nová Vieska and the
unique wines from the Kasnyik winery, and the top four picks
are complemented by the natural Strekov 1075 brand of wine.
The specific taste of these wines is highlighted by delicacies
such as duck paté, lokše, bruschetta or cheese. Be sure to come
and enjoy Slovak wines combined with both local and foreign
delicacies on the first Saturday of each month at the Old Market
Hall, where you will always find the company of one of the
authentic wine-makers in the Viecha malých vinárov Wine Bar.

http://viecha.com
Photo: m-ARK and Viecha malých vinárov

Take a ride on the Prešporáčik® Oldtimer
and get to know the history of Bratislava,
feel the wind in your hair while driving
the speedboats from Speedboats.sk on
the Danube – these are the things everyone interested in enjoying Bratislava
“a bit differently” should try.
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The Bratislava App will offer you answers related to
your stay in Bratislava, as well as to the possibilities,
events and attractions available to you.
Everything you find interesting can be found in one place – just
download the App to your smartphone. It will help you to get to
your restaurant of choice, to a historical monument or to the attraction you are interested in. Find out quickly and easily where
an event is taking place or when it starts. The App works in
offline mode as well and we also recommend it for planning your
trip before you even leave.
Photo: BTB

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS

Bratislava App - your modern guide

The Macejko bear has become the new World Championship mascot.

Bratislava’s heart beats for ice hockey
The entire Northern Hemisphere will be watching Slovakia from
10 to 26 May 2019, specifically Bratislava and Košice. In the nation’s
capital, the world’s best ice hockey players will be competing
at the Ondrej Nepela Winter Stadium, with a capacity of nearly
10 thousand seats.
It is a great honour for Bratislava – it will
be hosting the World Championship for
the second time. Thanks to the United
Kingdom making its way into Group A,
the 83rd Ice Hockey World Championship
will feature all the countries that have won
the prestigious title to this day. The first
two phases of ticket sales were launched
in 2018. You will also have a chance to get
a seat for one of the matches in 2019, as
February will see the launch of the final
phase of ticket sales for the individual
matches. The almost half a million fans
expected by the organisers can look
forward to enjoying the fun and the great
atmosphere. If your heart beats for ice
hockey, but you will not be able to attend
the championship, the city that has given
the world a number of hockey giants has
a lot to offer to you all year round. The
home team – HC Slovan – has been scoring goals for almost 100 years.
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Bratislava ice hockey is
known all around the
world
For example, Jozef Golonka, also called
Žiletka (Razorblade), an IIHF Hall of
Fame inductee, the trio of brothers Peter
(IIHF and NHL Hall of Fame), Marián
and Anton Šťastný, the legendary Dušan
“Ceco” Pašek and the successful goalkeeper Jaroslav Halák all hail from here.
Among the Slovaks, the biggest mark
in the ice hockey world was admittedly
made by a phenomenal goaltender, the
Bratislava native Vladimír Dzurilla.
The guidance of the goaltender – and
even more famous coach – Ján Filc, also
a Bratislava native, was responsible for
a silver medal for Slovakia in St. Petersburg in 2000 and a gold medal in
Gothenburg two years later.
www.iihf.com/sk/events/2019/wm

Bratislava Group: Sweden,
Russia, Czech Republic, Switzerland,
Norway, Latvia, Austria, Italy
Košice Group: Canada, USA,
Finland, Germany, Slovakia,
Denmark, France, United Kingdom

More info on website
www.visitbratislava.com/app

Centuries of history, nine permanent
exhibitions, hundreds of precious objects
It’s a great challenge to document and present Bratislava’s rich
history. The Bratislava City Museum has been reacting to it since
1686 and therefore, being the oldest museum continuously in
operation in Slovakia.

Vladimír Dzurilla (1942 – 1995)
World Champion in 1972, 1976 and
1977, silver medal from the 1968
Winter Olympic Games and bronze
medals from the 1964 and 1972
Winter Olympic Games, an IIHF Hall
of Fame inductee, winner of the Best
Slovak Ice Hockey Player of the 20th
Century poll. One of Bratislava’s winter
stadiums is named after him.

Numismatic treasures, handicraft tools,
wine-growing equipment and many rare
objects of extraordinary artistic and
historical value reside in this Museum’s
collections. Learn Bratislava’s history,
its cultural and social life as well as
ethnology in several places. There are
nine permanent exhibitions – most of
them, for example, the Arms Museum,
the Pharmacy Museum, the Hummel
Museum, the Clocks Museum and others
can be found in the historical centre of
the Old Town. The Devín Castle National
Cultural Monument and the Gerulata –
Museum of Ancient Roman History in
Rusovce are located elsewhere.

Photo: m-ARK

Bratislava City Museum
Radničná ul. č. 1, 815 18 Bratislava
tel.: +421 259 100 811–2
www.muzeum.bratislava.sk

Photo: m-ARK
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Photo: Zeppelin Cafe & souvenirs

Zeppelin Cafe & souvenirs

Zuzana Baloghová:

My dream tastes of chocolate
This mother of three sells what many children probably love most –
sweets. Cakes filled with imagination, inventive macarons of all sizes,
desserts for people with food intolerances and even traditional pies.
You can find all of these on board the Zeppelin Café.

Start your evening in the city by visiting the Maximilián
Fountain on Hlavné námestie (the main square), which glows
at night like a diamond on a ring.
From here, everything is just around
the corner. For those with hipster
blood in their veins, there is the
Urban House on Laurinská Street,
featuring a city terrace. You can
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enjoy some coffee, a healthy light
dinner or a dessert in the stylish
Mondieu restaurant. Hviezdoslavovo Square is also a great place
to visit. Thanks to the backdrop of

historical buildings, a walk here will
allow you to truly get to know the
spirit of old Bratislava. The Zylinder
restaurant will offer you the specialties of Austria-Hungary and another
beautiful area – Ventúrska Street –
opens just a short walk away. There,
we recommend visiting the fabulous
Fach and the Ventúrska Club, the
terrace of which you can also see in

the photo accompanying this text.
Not far from here, the Cathedral of
St. Martin is reaching for the sky,
while the Pinot u Bruna wine shop
is located right below it. Behind the
corner, the quietest street in the city
awaits you – Kapitulská Street. You
will not find a single restaurant or
bar here and the quietness of the
place will astonish you. And if you
wish to end on an extraordinarily
high note, be sure to make a reservation at the Old Fashioned Bar.

Zeppelin Cafe & souvenirs
Sedlárska 10, 851 01 Bratislava
Tel.: +421 911 110 287
Monday–Sunday: 8.30 AM–10 PM
www.zeppelincafe.sk

Photo: m-ARK

IS FULL OF LIFE EVEN AFTER THE
MOON COMES UP

Photo: m-ARK
Photo: Zeppelin Cafe & souvenirs

Bratislava

The cosy café is exceptional for its rich offer of cakes you will not be able to find
anywhere else. They work their magic using poppy seeds, nuts, cottage cheese or
chestnuts. The guarantee you will enjoy their cakes lies not just in their pastry-making
skill, but also in their uncompromising use of high-quality, fresh ingredients. Also – they
never freeze anything. “We do not use any shortcuts. We make all of our creams and
cake bases here at Zeppelin,” explains Zuzana. The perfect – and also tasty – cake decorations are either dried or fresh edible flowers or always-fresh fruit. You can also find
the widest selection of gluten-free and lactose-free desserts in the city centre here. You
are also guaranteed to enjoy the mrežovník pies, the apple pies or the bryndza cheese
pies. The experiments have also introduced Zuzka to the world of chocolate, which she
learned to temper properly and to create various decorations from it. And maybe one
day she will be able to fulfil another of her
dreams: opening a shop selling chocolate
decorations and run her own courses.
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Events:

Photo: VideoFly

Rytieri na Devíne (Knights at Devín) –
various dates throughout the season
Devínsky strapec – May
Ríbezľový Devín – July
Grape harvest – September
Šarkaniáda

Our national history was written here – and so every schoolchild
is familiar with this place. A visit to Devín Castle is nevertheless
an unforgettable experience, and we therefore wholeheartedly
recommend not just relying on your textbooks. The castle, high
up on a rocky cliff, will take your breath away with its magnificence. But a small town of Devín offers so much more. Let us
invite you to this special tasting.

Photo: dobrykram.cz
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Your taste buds will start to sing under
the flood of the taste of currants. Slightly sweet – slightly bitter – it all depends
on whether the currant is red, black or
white. Just like the wine that is made
from them. It has its own bouquet and
taste, which is further defined by when
the currant has been picked. Nowadays
Devín currant wine has a big name in
the wine industry and the answer to the
question “why?” can be answered by the

local wine-making masters. There are not
that many of them left, but good things
always find a way to survive.

And so it has done
Right to this day. But long before the
Devín folk made a name for themselves
with their unique currant wine, the
hills of Devín were covered with grapes.
Grapevines have been grown here since
the beginning of time; after all, the Roman fortress of Carnuntum was located
just a stone’s throw away. The Romans
brought different varieties of grapevines
to this area and laid the foundations of
another vineyard. But at the end of the
19th century, the watchful eye of Saint
Urban grew tired and the vineyards were
destroyed by phylloxera.

You will also never forget the view
from Devín Castle. The ruins of the
castle at the confluence of the Danube
and Morava have attracted attention
since time immemorial. Its story
reaches far into the distant past: the
region was already inhabited in prehistoric times, the Celts lived here, the
castle was part of the Limes Romanus
defence system and a Great Moravian
fortress was built here. The remains of
the Gothic and Renaissance palace
have been preserved since the Middle
Ages. The story of the castle was also
influenced by the Napoleonic armies
that destroyed it in 1809.

For the tradition to
survive...
In a symbolic way – on St. Urban’s
Day in 2007, the Devín Union of
Winemakers and Winegrowers was
established and in cooperation with
Mr. Otto Zmelík, the production of
currant wine was revived. And so you
are free to taste the liquid treasure of
Devín under the castle in the

The choice of Devín Castle was not accidental,
as the castle represented a connection to the
most famous period of Slavic history – to the
mission of Sts. Cyril and Methodius. Still at
home, Constantine the Philosopher invented
the Glagolitic script. In 863, the brothers from
Salonica came to our territory to spread the liturgy in Old Slavic – the language understood by
the indigenous peoples. The remains of a Great
Moravian church at Devín are a confirmation
of the cultural-spiritual and political-strategic
significance of this place. Devín is also the focal
point of the region as part of the European
Cultural Route of Sts. Cyril and Methodius.

A church, burial ground and
sculptural group
A visit to the castle does not, however, mean
your Devín experience is over. The Church of
the Holy Cross, featuring an interesting combination of both Gothic and Baroque styles, is
certainly worth a visit as well. Its surroundings
offered unbelievable discoveries to the researchers – they uncovered a large burial ground
from the Great Moravian era here. The sculptural group of holy men next to the Church,
as well as the statue of Prince Rastislav at the
crossroads in front of the car park below Devín
Castle, also remind us of this famous period of
our history.

A strong point of our
national history

Photo: m-ARK

with a curranty song on your lips

Photo: VideoFly

The trip continues

On St. George’s Day in 1836, a group of
young national revivalists came up here.
Among them, of course, Ľudovít Štúr.
Photo: BSK

Devín

St. Urban Wine Shop in Devín. And be
sure to not miss the popular Ríbezľový
Devín (The Currants of Devín) event,
which offers you the opportunity to
taste currants in all their shapes and
forms. And while you are at it, you
should certainly visit the farmers’ and
crafts market and the antique bazaar,
have fun at concerts or at workshops
and enjoy historical cycling or a falconer’s performance, making sure you
will never forget the Devín currants.

Thankfully, the apricots and currants,
delivered from here to Vienna daily,
continued to do well. Everything
changed in 1918 with new borders and
the end of the fruit export business.
The breakthrough came in 1922 when
a local resident named Alois Sonntag
established his large-scale production
of currant wine. Two world wars were
a literal disaster, especially the second
one. The decline of winegrowing was
further deepened after 1945 with the
departure of most Germans from
Devín. Later, the currant wine was
produced by the local unified cooperative farm. Today, this healing miracle
is experiencing a renaissance.
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Photo: M. Veselský

Devín Castle, photo: VideoFly

In the footsteps of Saints

We met the director of the Slovak House
of Centrope association, Tatiana Mikušová.

Cyril and Methodius

The world resonates in particular with
the Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela. In addition to the spiritual or cultural
experience, various other services must
be provided to visitors. What are your
plans in this regard?
For the thematic route to serve the visitors,
before it is open to the public, it is necessary to create a well-functioning network
of service providers along the route. Our
goal is for the visitors to feel welcome and,
apart from the spiritual experience, be able
to navigate the route and have a good meal
according to their own means and needs.

They are not just part of our history, they are part of the present
too. The Slovak House of Centrope has accepted the challenge
and joined the project of building the European Cultural Route
of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, which leads from Velehrad in
Moravia all the way to Thessaloniki.
feature of the route is Devín
Castle – a former spiritual and
strategic centre. You can drink
from the healing spring at our
oldest pilgrimage site – in Marianka. The path to knowledge
will direct you to the largest
temple in the region – the
Cathedral of St. Martin, to the
Church of Sts. Cyril and Methodius, to Calvary, and to the
Neštich hill fort, as well as to
some of the smaller and often
little-known monuments.
www.cyril-methodius.eu
St. Martin’s Cathedral, photo: m-ARK

The Slovak House of Centrope is responsible for building the part of the
Route leading through the Bratislava Autonomous Region. The Route
offers the opportunity to discover
the monuments and places connected with the Great Moravian
Empire that maintain the legacy of
the saints. At the same time, you
will get the opportunity to marvel
at the natural beauty, taste the local
cuisine and discover various unique
and interesting things. It all depends
on what your interests are and what
your pace will be. The dominant

How will the Route be marked and
where can people interested in it get
more information?
Mostly, we will be using the publicly accessible hiking trails. Along with the Club of
Slovak Hikers, it will be marked this year
using stickers on the hiking trail direction indicators, establishing the thematic
route. Concurrently, along with marking,
we are creating an appealing map featuring
the story ‘In the footsteps of Sts. Cyril and
Methodius’, which visitors can find on
the www.cyril-methodius.eu website. It is
a long-distance run, but we would like the
essential parts of the route to be ready for
the visitors at the start of the upcoming
tourist season.

Vajnory

Ornament painted by age
Vajnory, with its population of 6000, could be a large Slovak
village, but it happens to be a smaller neighbourhood in
Bratislava. It is therefore all the more pleasing that it has
managed to keep its countryside charm and its people are
proud of their traditions.
The way of life of the
local vineyard owners
and farmers will be
explained to you in the
Vajnory People’s House.
The original winemaking traditions are
followed by the Vajnory
Winemaking Association, which organizes
the Days of Open Cellars and the
St. Stephen Blessing of Young Wine.
The authenticity of the place is proved
by the collection of folk ceramics
and embroidery, home furnishings,
Vajnory folk costumes and paintings.
The building and its exhibition are
fairly small, but it has been added to
the list of the National Cultural Monuments. The Summer School of Vajnory
Traditions is held here every year, offering the chance to learn to paint the
Vajnory decorative birds – the symbol
of the famous Vajnory ornamentation. The folk painter’s works contain

a profound symbolism. The most famous
of them was Katarína
Brúderová, who chose
a pelican as her motif.
The bird is ripping out
its own heart to feed its
hungry young. The innovative approach of
the young painters is
represented by Kristína Rožňovcová
and Erika Suranyiová. Vajnory ornaments can also be found in the Church
of the Seven Sorrows of the Virgin
Mary, where the Vajnory Madonna
was discovered in the attic in 1941.
The rare sculpture from the beginning
of the 14th century is stored in the
collections of the Municipal Museum
in Bratislava. A replica is on display at
the local town hall.

The north-western corner of Vajnory is
part of the Nature Conservation Area
of the Small Carpathians and the Šúr
National Nature Reserve is located nearby.
The wetlands are the home of many plants
and animals. The Vajnory Lakes and a system of 12 ponds contribute to the unique
character of this area.

A bird’s eye view

Photo: BSK

interview
Tatiana Mikušová
director of the Slovak House of Centrope

of the oldest airport in Slovakia. In 1919,
the aeroplane carrying General Štefánik
was supposed to land closely on a nearby
meadow, but those on board died tragically
during the landing. The airport was used
until 2004, when it was sold by the government. If you were to look at Vajnory from
a bird’s eye view, you would see a beautiful,
flat landscape.

Vajnory has made its mark on the history of aviation, being the location

Marianka, photo: m-ARK
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Photo: m-ARK

It will entice you especially if you
love adventure and are not afraid
of adrenaline. You will also love
it here if you are attracted by
modern art and like to look at it
from a new perspective.
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The Danube
region

An area defined by water.
Its strength and the
peace it brings will remain
deeply ingrained into
your mind and heart.

The Danube region is rich in opportunities for active relaxation: the mere
connection to the Danube makes it
a place that is never boring! Coming
here on a boat sailing downstream
is a powerful experience. To see the
landscape from the surface of a majestic watercourse brings joy to the
eyes and peace of mind. But you can
also discover this part of the Bratislava
region on a bicycle or roller blades –
on the embankment. There are also
some popular spots for kitesurfers and
they are well aware of the reasons why
this place has become their paradise.
The Danube region also offers great
experiences to golf lovers on its green
courses and it will also teach you how
to relax. Wellness and relaxation in
conjunction with excellent gastronomy
are certainly an unmissable treat following such expenditure of energy.
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In the summer, you can relax
at Zelená voda (Green Water) or
by going fishing and you should
certainly pay a visit to the local
church, whose story reaches back
to the year 1300.
Its patron, St. Thomas,
protected it from
the Turks, as well as
from an earthquake.
Today, the church is
part of the Church of
the Divine Heart of
Jesus and the fusion
of the two has created
a sanctuary combining both medieval
and contemporary
architecture.
The village used
to be called Pruk
in the past, which is a corruption of the
word Bruck (an der Donau) – Most nad
Dunajom (literally “Bridge Over the
Danube”). The Little Danube used to flood
the surrounding areas quite often, a problem which was solved by building four
wooden bridges. Hence the village’s name.
A figurative “bridge” was also built between
the original German population, expelled
following the end of World War II, and the
newcomers who settled in the village.
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100 years
since the tragic accident
of M. R. Štefánik

If you love history, mysterious stories,
great coffee and delightful sweets, or
if you need some nice refreshment,
look no further than to the original
café with an interesting background –
Café ŠTEFÁNIK.

Caproni Ca.33
Štefánik’s
A model of the Italian aircraft
uniform
in which Štefánik died
of the Brigadier-General
on 4 May 1919
of the French Army

4 May 2019 marks the 100th anniversary of the tragic death of the
Minister of War, General Milan Rastislav Štefánik, together with
the entire crew of his aircraft. You can commemorate this tragic event
at various spots throughout the Bratislava self-governing region. Join
us on our journey in the footsteps of this astronomer, globetrotter,
pilot, politician and diplomat.

Photo: Café Štefánik

Ivanka pri Dunaji

Tune in to the
green and find
a treasure

Every inch of this place could be a memorial to the Slovak titan,
General Milan Rastislav Štefánik, who died tragically not far away
from the location of the Café. You will be engulfed by the atmosphere
of the birth of the Czechoslovak Republic, realising the greatness of
the man who was in large part responsible for the break-up of the
Austrian-Hungarian monarchy and the formation of the joint Czech
and Slovak state. The year was 1918.

Štefánik
on stamps and banknotes.
There is also a map of his
travels around the world

Period photos,
stamps and
documents from
Štefánik’s life

1. Memorial to M. R. Štefánik

Embankment of M. R. Štefánik
A statue of Štefánik, over seven metres high, with a four-metre
lion above it at the height of 19 metres, has adorned the square
in front of the new building of the Slovak National Theatre since
2009. The fact that these two statues share the same location
is not an accident. This is how the creator of the original memorial located elsewhere, the Czech sculptor Bohumil Kafka, placed
them in 1938. They symbolise the Czechoslovak legions which
Štefánik founded and commanded. The memorial is one of the
landmarks on the left bank of the Danube.

2. International Airport
of M. R. Štefánik

The airport has been named after Štefánik since
1997. Inside the departure terminal is a statue of
Štefánik and the only existing replica of a Caproni
Ca.33 biplane in the world.

3. The Barrow of General

Within the territory of the village of Most pri
Bratislave
The Barrow near Ivanka pri Dunaji was built on the site
of the crash. It does not just commemorate Štefánik, as
three other members of his crew also died during the
crash of his biplane. The reasons for the crash are subject to speculation: some claim it was an assassination,
while others blame the plane, which was known to be
problematic. The Barrow was built in 1923 on the basis
of a design by the architect Dušan Jurkovič.

4. Café Štefánik, Ivanka pri Dunaji. More on the next page.

Tel.: +421 944 494 948
FB: Café Štefánik

Most pri Bratislave
Photo: m-ARK

Café
Štefánik

You can taste delicious cakes, sweet pies
and fragrant coffee – straight from a cup
featuring a portrait of Štefánik. In the summer, you can refresh yourself with some
lemonade on the terrace, and for hungry
visitors, we recommend the local spreads
and sandwiches to go with some wine.
The delicacies on offer are also praised by
gourmets who need to avoid gluten or
those in need of a barrier-free entry.

Photo: m-ARK

The charismatic Štefánik was the one

who opened the doors to the highest circles in
France and Italy for Masaryk and Beneš. Their support was essential for Czechoslovakia. Not everyone
knows this, but together with Vojtěch Preissig,
they also designed our first flag: four white stars
on a blue background bounded by white and red
stripes. And indeed, the stars accompanied Štefánik
– an avid scientist and astronomer – throughout
his whole life. And the next time you are observing
them, remember that somewhere out there in the
distance shines the minor planet 3571, named after
this great man.
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interview

Jiří Mezřický

“I do not make
deals with God”

His lifelong subject is the defiance of indifference and stupidity.
He does not go to church, but he showed us his “temple” – his
studio in Tomášov.
I have noticed, for example, your
collection Vraky (Wrecks). I found it
particularly interesting...
I would like to understand their
silence, to know what they are telling
us. They are basically a collection of
failures of our history, lying on the
bottom of the sea.

Your portfolio includes buildings
you designed as an architect and
paintings signed with a simple
“Jirka”? Too modest for an artist,
is it not?
It was no longer feasible to sign them
as “Vincent”.
Your paintings are dominated by the
colour blue. It feels a bit dark, a bit
sad.
It is also the colour of cleanliness,
water and the sky. It is a cool colour
and I do not want to impose by using
warm colours.

(*1939):

You are not just a painter. What
did architecture teach you about
painting?
Architecture has a lot in common
with aesthetics, but that sense of
aesthetics is the only thing it shares
with painting. Architecture is justified
because it serves a purpose. Painting,
as one of the fine arts, is useless; very
few have a use for it.
Is painting not justified by the fact
people find it enjoyable?
For those few who understand it,
yes. But our civilisation and its
regimes do not favour art; they are
disconnected from the spiritual. When
Christianity came to life, it revived art
for several centuries. Such spirituality
is lacking today.

Will consumerism cause the decline of
our society, or will it take a different
turn? Are you an optimist or
a pessimist?
There is no longer a reason for me to be
one or the other. Whether something
changes or not depends on if the society
changes its approach to being instead of
spending all of its time just existing.
What can the visitors to your upcoming
2019 exhibition in the Erdődy Palace
look forward to?
An overview of my work. One of the
topics may be the reasons why so many
people take their lives per year in our
happy times. As I said, spirituality is
lacking today.
I can see a Bible on the shelf behind
you. Are you a believer?
Yes, I am.
Does it help you?
I think God likes me. I do not make deals
with him. I just thank him for each day
during my prayers. He has solved plenty
of unpleasant situations for me, but I did
not ask him anything.
Thank you for interview.

You are close to the Danube here.
Does it inspire you?
No. Rivers, not even big ones, do not
interest me. The seas and oceans do.
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Photo: archive of Jiří Mezřický

Photo: Michal Zajaček

Zálesie

Photo: m-ARK

Jelka, photo: m-ARK

Enjoy the company of water
People far and wide are talking about Zálesie. And the reason for
that is that this small village near Senec is quite literally bustling
with life. And not just during the popular Zálesie theatre fair.
This international festival will
introduce you to the secrets of the
theatre and you will become part of
one of its captivating stories. The
ticket price is high indeed – you are
required to come with a big smile
on your face and be there the last
weekend of August.
The water in Zálesie and its surroundings are also bustling with
life and fun. And thanks to the local
watermen, you can explore the
beauty of the Danube lowland from
the water by yourself. They organise
water, sport and cultural events.
Experienced water lovers will feel
right at home here, and those who
have yet to experience their maiden
voyage will learn everything they
will need in the paddling school. You
will be introduced to the art of manoeuvring, learn to understand the
currents and the waves and familiarise yourself with the skills to choose
the right way and anticipate the

risks. If you are feeling adventurous
but lack the necessary equipment,
canoes, catamarans and paddles can
be borrowed here, as well as
the rest of the gear. One by one, the
water mills of Jelka, Tomášikovo,
Jahodná and Dunajský Klátov will
reveal themselves to you, and
eventually, you will see the floating water mill at Kolárovo. In their
gratitude for what the water gives
them, the people of Zálesie also give
something back to it. They clean and
cultivate the Little Danube.

Nobody is a stranger in
Zálesie
Another of the reasons why it all
works so well in Zálesie is the fact
that it is quite fortunate when it
comes to its people. Friends of the
village and experts from various areas, united under the Naše Zálesíčko
citizens’ association, have built two
new lookout towers for tourists,

Photo: Michal Zajaček

the Zálesie lighthouse with a water
school, a footbridge over the Biela
Voda stream and the multifunctional
water shelters, and have helped with
the Rozhľadňa hniezdo (observation
tower) project. And they are working
on another new project – the Zálesie
Promenade on the Little Danube.

www.lodenicazalesie.sk
www.zaleskaput.sk
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Photo: Zuzana Mundyová

Kites are part of the autumn and when we see them fly in the air, in our
minds, we are pulling the strings of our childhood. If you are interested
in trying kiting, however, you will need a very different kite indeed. But
for those who love extreme sports and are not scared of falling into
water, kitesurfing might be just the thing.

HAMULIAKOVO

Riding a kite

AS FAST AS THE WIND

Photo: Zuzana Mundyová
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This action sport requires a lot of determination and inner
strength and it helps if you are on good terms with the wind
and the water. You have to tame the kite, and not just that.
You need to understand it, control it and apply it all to riding
the kitesurf. That requires a lot of training and some luck to
get the right wind. Once you manage to do that and learn
how to ride, you can follow the next step: jumps. Only then
will you experience the true euphoria. The best conditions
are at sea, especially when steady thermal winds are blowing.
We do not have sea, but we do have Hamuliakovo!

Water paradise
Kitesurfers in action and their enthusiasm for this adrenaline
sport can be seen on the left bank of the Danube, where
unique kitespots, generally not available for free in other
countries, are located. At Hrušovská zdrž, in the part
reserved for water sports, the beach can be used any time the
conditions are favourable.
You will not find any signs of civilisation such as bars or
toilets around here. Some might be discouraged by that,
but for others, it will be a sign of a true paradise! The long
beaches offer plenty of space for launching and landing

the kites, which contributes to safety on the shore. In a suitable
neoprene suit, you can enjoy riding here almost the whole year
round, unless the water freezes.
“The ideal wind often blows during the spring or autumn here.
The predominant northwesterly direction brings a strong wind
capable of catapulting you over 10 metres into the air. The warm
south winds create a holiday atmosphere and as part of the kiting
community, we enjoy this beautiful location a lot,” says experienced
kitesurfer Martin Mikuš. In his opinion, the advantage lies in the
shallow water with a calm surface, known as a flat. It is suitable for
beginners, but especially for freestyle. Further away from the shore,
you can also ride a hydrofoil, which is an entirely new offshoot of
this increasingly popular sport.

No limits
More spots can be found downstream. Right next to Hamuliakovo,
there is a short beach where the counter-flow of the river influences
the ride. That is a bit more involved: kitesurfers are literally jumping
around the Marina Café. At the town beach of Šamorín, the wind
mostly blows towards the shore, or onshore, as it is called. It is
already beyond the boundaries of the administrative region of
Bratislava, but then again, there are no boundaries for kitesurfers.

Photo: Zuzana Mundyová
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Slnečné jazerá, the Sunny
Lakes
They are legendary. These lakes with
a surface area of 100 hectares have
something to offer to anybody. They offer unlimited possibilities to swimmers
and they are a true water paradise for
water sports or fishing enthusiasts.
Children will be thrilled by the green
beaches and children’s playgrounds;
athletes will love the football pitch and
beach volleyball and tennis courts.
The hotels offer a wide variety of opportunities for fun and relaxation.
The aquapark complex on the north side
is the largest one in the region and you
can refresh yourself here with an adrenaline ride on the water slide. You can also
enjoy the lakes from aboard the Holiday
Express train. During the tourist season,
it will take you on a 7.3-km-long ride.
The beauty of the five lakes can also be
admired on a bicycle or on rollerblades.
After all, there is a cycling route available right alongside the water.

Slnečné
jazerá
Photo: VideoFly

THE SUNNY LAKES

Photo: m-ARK
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Within our country, Senec
belongs amongst the towns
getting the most sunshine
throughout the year. So when
someone says: “We are going to
Senec”, it is as if they have said:
“We are going for the sun”.

Senec

The town has truly a lot of variety to offer
in the summer season. It starts off with
of the popular Senec Summer festival –
a show of musical talent, alternating with
dancers and entertainers on the stage.
The popular event, featuring a mega-disco
event, is visited by about 20,000 people
annually. It concludes with a magnificent
fireworks show, but even then, the fun in
Senec is far from over – quite the opposite,
in fact.
Drama, romance, and adventure – you can
experience all of these on the silver screen
of the Summer Amphitheatre in a beautiful park location. Nowadays, amphitheatres
are quickly becoming something of a rarity,
so we wholeheartedly recommend this experience to you. And along with it the Big
Summer Carnival, a proof that there are no
limits to creativity. Everyone is welcome –
no matter if your mask is home-made or if
you have been preparing for the colourful
manifest of transformation a long time in

Photo: m-ARK

ancestors and the skill of the contemporary craftsmen. The summer in town
is concluded with the Sun Festival, or
the festival of small forms of theatre.

News in Senec
The synagogue in Senec, built in 1825,
is undergoing changes. Once it was the
only Jewish prayer-house in the wider
area, but it has been dilapidated for
a long time. After the Second World
War, when only a few of the original
Jewish population of Senec remained,
there was not much need for a prayer-

The newly discovered Jungpereg 1632 wine cellar
It used to be a house of a manorial cooper, but it is now a wine cellar
guaranteed to offer you a barrelful of experiences.
Indeed, the coopers were the masters of their craft. They made tubs or barrels out of wood, a requirement of
any wine-maker. The path to the wine you can taste today in this wine cellar, however, was a lot more winding.
The building served as a primary school in the past, as well as a health centre. Later, there was no one to take
care of it and so the building was demolished. But the cellar, with a strong genius loci, was preserved. Thankfully, it came into the possession of the Jungpereg 1632 citizens’ association, which intended to restore the old
cellar as it was at the time when it was owned by the Esterházy family. The citizens’ association was founded
in 2016 by the wine-making enthusiast Ľudovít Szabo and wine-maker from Veľký Biel Jozef Navara, together
with their friends. They invested almost 4500 hours of work into the cellar and used more than 20,000 bricks
as part of the renovation. Today, we can say Jungpereg has managed to return Senec to the wine map of
Slovakia. And what does Jungpereg 1632 actually mean? When creating the name, the wine-makers were
inspired by the original name of the Senec vineyard mountain of Nový vrch – in other words, Jungpereg.

A town pulsating with positive energy

Photo: m-ARK

Should you be visiting the southern region
of the lakes at the turn of the summer, be
sure not to miss a tasting offered by 10 of the
wine-makers, presenting the best they have
to offer at the Senec Wine Festival. Another,
but equally attractive, side of Senec can be
explored in August. The popular Folk Art
Craft Festival showcases the creativity of our
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advance. You will meet fairy-tale heroes, fairies or pirates, and experience a bubble show
or an acrobatic performance. Every year is
different, imaginative and fun – just like the
masks you will see here.

When traditions come alive

house. The communists converted it into
a granary and later a warehouse. The restoration of the monument, representing the
Moorish style featuring Oriental and Art
Nouveau elements, started in 2018. It will
be transformed into a multifunctional
cultural centre featuring a small museum
exhibition devoted to the history of the local Jewish community. You can explore the
history of the town in the Town Museum in
the Turkish House. The house is one of the
most impressive buildings in Senec, with
a background story you certainly do not
want to miss.
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Photo: HOLIDAY VILLAGE s.r.o.

If you love water in any form or shape, love
water park attractions and wish to enjoy the
fun with your family or friends or as a couple
– visit the AQUAPARK in Senec. Adults or kids,
swimmers or non-swimmers – everybody will
find something to enjoy.

Holiday Village
ALONG THE SUN LAKES BY TRAIN
Enjoy a sightseeing trip along the
lakes from the comfort of a train.
The popular Holiday Express in
the colours of the town of Senec –
yellow and blue – runs during the
summer season.

AQUAPARK Senec
and SAI Wellness Senec

It runs daily from 9 AM to 10 PM at
regular hourly intervals from the town
to the Sun Lakes and alongside them.
On this 7.3-km-long route, you will
discover the size and beauty of the
five lakes with a total area of 100 hectares. The tourist train offers an ideal

A world where everyone is happy

Photo: AQUATHERMAL SENEC

Thanks to three indoor swimming
pools and the outdoor one with
a water temperature from 28 to
38 °C, this tempting offer is available to you all year round. During
the summer season – from June
to the end of August – the number of pools is extended thanks
to the outdoor water areas. Get
your adrenaline flowing thanks to
the various attractions. You can
choose from four water toboggans,
six water slides and a funnel. But
that is just the tip of the iceberg
of fun here at AQUAPARK Senec!
You can enjoy some active relaxa-
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tion playing beach volleyball or mini
football or spend some fun time
with a badminton racquet in your
hand. Relax and allow yourself to be
carried away by the flow of the “lazy
river” in the “Lazy River” swimming
pool. And if you fancy some exotic
refreshments, all you have to do is
visit the summer bar on the island.

When it is cold, the frost
stings
During the year, you can also get
your blood flowing using the 25-metre swimming pool that is part of
the SWIMARENA Senec, as well as
in the unique SAI Wellness complex.
On an area of nearly 1000 m2, eight
saunas, three hot tubs and a Kneipp
bath are waiting just for you. A professional sauna master will help you
discover the secrets of sweating.
You will get to experience the beneficial effects of a sauna at first hand.

Green Resort Hrubá Borša
You can experience the genuine process of dried branch massage in a sauna
called the Russian Banya, the peeling
ceremonies in an aromatic steam sauna
and an Eastern cleansing ritual in the
Turkish Hammam, and you can also
relax in a bamboo sauna or in a Finnish sauna. The outdoor cooling pool in
the Japanese Garden will offer you the
experience of a complete reset. You can
also enjoy a massage or a whole-body
treatment using the prestigious Italian
Comfort Zone beauty care products.
You can find a varied range of services
and information on some of the less
well-known sauna ceremonies on the
following websites:
www.aquaparksenec.sk
and www.saiwellness.sk.

Photo: Green Resort Hrubá Borša

Fun with a capital “F”

connection between the resort and
the town centre. Although there are
predetermined stops on the route, by
prior agreement, you can get on or off
the train at any point along its route.

The Holiday Village
is located on the
northern side of
the Sun Lakes in
a recreation centre
of the town of
Senec. There are
13 bungalows available on-site with 52 apartments, each suitable for up to four people.
All of them offer a separate two-bed bedroom and a kitchen-lounge area. The apartment has its own bathroom and a terrace
with outdoor seating.
HOLIDAY VILLAGE s.r.o.
Slnečné jazerá sever, 903 01 Senec
Tel.: +421 911 656 654, www.hv.sk

The championship course is designed for beginners to be able to enjoy it, but at the same time,
to present a challenge to the skills of an advanced player. The small lakes of the original gravel
pits, with sandy beaches along the edges, and
the forest with the fairways further enhance the
impression this place will make on you. Golfers
can also test their skills with a very well-maintained nine-hole academy, excellent for practising shorter shots. A new feature of the largest
golf club in Slovakia is the new clubhouse with
a restaurant and a terrace that overlooks the
lake at the ninth hole. The outdoor bar, on the
other hand, is the ideal spot to offer some refreshments to players at the halfway stage.
Information on tournaments and the Green
Resort can be found at www.golfborsa.sk.

Imagine 1,000,000 m2 of greenery featuring an 18-hole
championship golf course. Located in the gently undulating
Danube countryside, with its pleasant climate, Green Resort
Hrubá Borša is an ideal place for active relaxation.
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The Small
Carpathians
region

A stunning beauty.
The villages and towns below
the Small Carpathians will
enchant you with their natural
charms and spoil you with
their delicious wines.

Modra, photo: VideoFly

Discovering this region is one
endless and beautiful adventure.
Do not ask us why; you have
to come and get the answer
yourselves. And trust us, you will
not regret it.
Whether your steps lead you to Svätý
Jur, Pezinok, Vinosady, Modra, Dubová,
Častá, Šenkvice, Slovenský Grob,
Viničné or elsewhere, you will always be
convinced of the kindness of the locals
and, more importantly, their ability
not just to make quality wines and
gourmet specialities, but also to enjoy
them. Whether you come to enjoy one
of the grape harvests, feasts or markets,
follow a wine route or decide to visit
one of the wine-making events, you will
always discover new tastes of the world.
Greased lokše, roast goose, scískanice,
strudels – those are the tastes of the
region below the Small Carpathians.
The undulating landscape is a true
delight for collectors of experiences.
And collectors of ceramics will have
plenty of new ones to obtain as well.
The Small Carpathians Region – it also
means plenty of rare monuments with
distinctive stories, just waiting for you
to “read” them as well.
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Červený Kameň Castle

will captivate you, and not just with its majestic structure or its location.
It hides considerable treasures in its underground area as well.

Photo: SNM archive – Červený Kameň Museum

Everything thought out
to the very last detail

REGULAR EVENTS

The Renaissance residence was a safe
fortress. It included two barbicans
and three gates with drawbridges; the
bastions had rifles and cannon ready
for defence against enemies, and the
embrasures were interconnected using
underground corridors. Everything was
overseen by a military garrison.
Nevertheless, none of this was necessary. The Turks began their expansion
in our direction, and metals began to be
imported from the recently-discovered
America. Instead of storing noble metals, the cellars were used to store wine.
This is evidenced by a rare 18th-century
press which you can admire in the underground pressing shop to this day.

Antique Exchange – during the summer
season
Red Rock Craft Markets – May
Wine at the Castle – presentation
of the local wineries
Night of Museums and Galleries – May
Children’s Day at the Castle – June
Festival of Forgotten Crafts – June/July
The Red Rock Fair – August
St. Nicholas’ Day at the Castle –
December
year-round chamber concerts, scenic
and night-time tours, exhibitions

The cellar today

The local castle cellars were built
between 1538 and 1555 and are considered some of the largest in Europe.
They lead under the southwest wing
of the castle. The first basement has an
area of 72 square metres, the second
basement 315 and the third basement
610. In one of the cellars, you will also
get your answer to where the name
of the castle (Red Rock) comes from.
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A piece of limestone with iron content
protrudes from one of the corners.
The walls are four metres thick, which
means the conditions in the cellar are
ideal for storing goods.

Business spirit
The idea of building the underground
spaces here came from the Fuggers –
the wealthiest European merchant

family at the time – and specifically from Anton
Fugger, who bought the castle in 1535. The Fuggers made money through the cloth business;
they were great bankers, engaged in seafaring expeditions and built manufactories. They were also
successful at mining metals and it was this area of
their interests that led them to Upper Hungary –
today’s Slovakia, once a leader in copper mining.
They intended the cellars to be used to store the
copper before further distribution.

Photo: archív BSK

behind the heavy metal doors

Photo: SNM archive – Červený Kameň Museum

Unique rooms

The unique cellars are suitable for
large social and cultural events,
medieval banquets, tastings or receptions and have a capacity of 150 to
800 people.

Červený Kameň Castle
900 89 Častá, Tel.: +421 (033) 690 58 03
email: objednavkymck@gmail.com
October to April: Monday: closed,
Tuesday–Sunday: 9.30 AM–3.30 PM
May to September: Monday–Sunday: 9 AM–5 PM
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educational trail on the “huncokars” (forest people) will be
added, offering an insight into the history shared by these
forest workers and their families of Austrian and German
origin, featuring a trilingual audio guide. The educational
trail, bike map, a prepared publication on the “huncokars”,
a festival in their honour and a travelling exhibition with
a ceremonial opening should attract tourists to the area
around the town.

Modra
is becoming a picturesque
postcard once again
Modra, surrounded by beautiful vineyards and
a forest park in the Harmonia recreation area,
used to resemble a picturesque postcard. And
even though its appeal has faded over the years,
the town is attempting to return it to its original
splendour. The town is restoring the vineyards
and wells, planting trees and orchards, building
gazebos for relaxation, benches and wayside
shrines and, in general, is returning to its original
magical character interconnected with the world
of nature and traditions.
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The atmosphere of the ancient times
of the Harmonia resort
The fame of the sun bath, which is what the visitors used tocall
their stay in the Harmonia resort, goes all the way back to the
second half of the 19th century. The urban villas, designed
by the famous architect Dušan Jurkovič, were integrated into
a forest park designed primarily for recreational purposes.
In Modra, they approach forests in a very delicate way – they
care about the health of the trees, maintain the forest meadows
and hiking trails and build bridges over streams and gazebos
for relaxation, as well as nice sightseeing viewpoints.

As a valuable source of water for
drinking and irrigation, the wells
used to be an important part of
winegrowers’ life in the past. The
town of Modra has decided to
revive at least some of them. Last
year, four new wells were dug and
one existing one was restored. They
are being used to irrigate trees, but they can also be used to
provide refreshment for the winegrowers or visitors using
hand pumps. The Modra pond was not forgotten either.
Trees have been added around the pond, as well as some
new benches to relax on and a romantic pier.

Orchards, lime and
chestnut avenues
Never before were the trees and
bushes lining the pavements
along the roads in Modra planted
as frequently as today. Areas
overgrown with briars and full of
litter were replaced with cherries,
wintergreen trees, medlars, quinces, almonds, chestnuts
or apple trees, lime trees and various other trees. Modra
also intends to save the sweet chestnuts that are dying out
by planting new chestnut avenues. The cultivation of the
public space is taken very seriously here. The neglected
urban garden in the town centre has been transformed into
an attractive area for relaxation with trees, climbing plants
and benches and decorated with ceramic tableaux by local
masters featuring fairy-tale motifs.

Natural swimming pool at the Zoch lodge

Return to traditions

Modra managed to draw on external sources for the restoration
of the natural swimming pool in Piesok. The reservoir,
originally designed to keep excess water from the creek, will
once again be converted into a mountain swimming pool.
The whole area will be made more attractive thanks to loungers,
benches and other swimming pool furniture. An entirely new

The city walls in Modra are over
400 years old. Of the original 2300
metres, 1680 metres are currently
preserved and are gradually being
renovated under the supervision of
the preservationists. The renewal

of the town fortifications in Modra aims to preserve and
support the cultural identity of the town. It is also closely
connected to St. Urban – the patron of winegrowers
and vineyard owners, with three wayside shrines in
the vineyards dedicated to him. Soon, they will also be
accompanied by stops on the pilgrimage trail. These small
sacral buildings are created in cooperation with the local
ceramic masters, adding to the vitticultural nature of the
landscape with their art.

Photos: m-ARK and Modra
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New wells in town
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Modra

This winegrowers’ town is
being visited by more and
more wine lovers and lovers
of local gastronomy. You will
find several family-owned
wineries in Modra. Each one
is original, has its own story
and is typified by the face of
the particular winemaker who
gradually engaged his family
in the craft. We will introduce
you to three of the Modra
winegrowers and we will also
not forget the family-owned
businesses that produce
or revive the production
of ceramics. For nothing
is more closely connected
with the town of Modra than
these two things – wine and
ceramics.

A CAPITAL OF WINE AND CERAMICS

Juran of Modra

The family of Peter Juran grows the traditional
Müller-Thurgau, Pinot Blanc, Green Veltliner,
Welschriesling and Rhine Riesling varieties in
their 2.5 hectares of vineyards. Even in this family
winery, they are still drawing on the experience
of wine cultivation and wine production in the
winegrowing district of Modra gathered by their
ancestors. Using the latest knowledge from the
field of oenology and using modern technologies,
they produce sincere wines with varied fruit aromas
and full of varied flavours.
Contact: juranzmodry.sk

Slovak folk maiolica

It almost seemed as if the traditional Modra maiolica, dating all
the way back to 1883, would disappear completely. Following
a two-year long hiatus, at the end of 2017 the ceramic workshop
was brought back to life thanks to the family and friends of
Miriam Fuňová, the current head of the workshop. They have
invested into the renewal of production and taken the original
employees back on and are trying hard to restore the past glory
of Modra maiolica. It is currently part of the Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Slovakia. Every handmade

modranska

®

Igor Rariga planted his first vineyard in 1986. At first it was
a hobby, but eventually, winegrowing and winemaking captivated
him so much he decided to dedicate himself to winemaking
full time. Today, his two sons help him in his work. They are
bringing some daring innovative ideas into their family business. The winery produces high-quality wines that have been
awarded several medals at internationally acclaimed exhibitions. Over the past seven years, they have been awarded
the Prize of the President of the Slovak Republic and the
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development of the Slovak
Republic for the most successful wine collection of a Modra
exhibitor four times. Their main wine variety, which they
swear by, is Rhine Riesling. Among the other varieties they
offer, you will find an excellent Sauvignon, Green Veltliner,
Pinot Gris, Riesling Quercus, Devín, Lipovina and others.
Contact: vinorariga.sk
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Dudo Wine

Miroslav Dudo has followed in the footsteps of several generations of his winemaking forefathers. He runs
his family winery with his son. They produce wines
using modern technology enriched by the experience of old winegrowers and winemakers. In his
winery, you can taste the famous Green Veltliner,
Rhine Riesling, Chardonnay, Tramin, Sauvignon,
Zweigeltrebe, Cabernet Sauvignon or Saint Laurent varieties, and of course the excellent Slovak
varieties Devín and Dunaj are also available. Miro
Dudo’s wine has won the Prize of the President
of the Slovak Republic and the Champion Award,
and was twice the runner-up in the Czechoslovak
League. It has also been awarded gold and silver
medals in many other competitions.
Contact: vinodudo.sk

and hand-painted piece of maiolica comes with a certificate.
The background operation of the largest and oldest workshops
in Slovakia can be experienced even by you. The Slovak folk
maiolica organizes some interesting excursions and experience
workshops. The generous spaces, including huge vane-chamber
furnaces, are guaranteed to make an impression. Come to Modra
to try your hand at traditional pottery, become acquainted with
the traditional production process, and perhaps you might even
have your own custom-made ceramics made by yourself to take
with you on your way back home.
Contact: majolika.sk

Text: Zuzana Tichá
Photo: Lucia Mandincová

Rariga Wine

Ceramics from Modra have a new, modern style. It is represented by the Modranska brand. It specializes in the production of handmade household ceramics, especially Modra
maiolica and stoneware. It manages to bring traditional
shapes and patterns back to life, invent new designs and create original, modern ceramics.
The task of imprinting the ceramics
with a modern design while preserving the traditions and beauty
of old pottery has been achieved
by modranska® thanks to a fatherson team. The father – the master
Marián Liška – is a descendant of
the famous old Modra ceramics
school, and his son Jakub, after
finishing his pottery, architecture
and design studies, returned to his
father’s workshop to bring new
practices and ideas with him.
But most of the work is done by
the modranska® team. The family-owned company
has picked out outstanding craftsmen and designers to cooperate with. For their work, they have
been awarded several national design prizes, as well
as prizes for the best potter in the former Czechoslovakia and other awards at competitions and
exhibitions all around the world.
Contact: modranska.sk
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Modra is often associated with one of the greatest
figures of our history, Ľudovít Štúr. 26 years after
his death, on 18 December 1882, a man was born
in Cerová who transformed Modra into a selfconfident and proud town. His actions reflected
a profound reverence for God and endless love for
the people. That was Samuel Zoch.

Ebenica

He was born into a family which
cultivated education and love for
one’s neighbours. His journey as
a priest began in Nový Sad, at Dolná
zem, and he took over the parish
of Modra following the death of
his uncle. With the help of his wife
Marienka, he made it a place where
help could be found by anyone in
need and where the intelligentsia
addressed the needs of the emerging state – Czechoslovakia. In fact,
Zoch was the author of the Martin Declaration of 1918. In that same
year, the Zochs suffered the greatest blow – their son Stanko was
taken from them by tetanus. That experience only intensified their
focus on building an orphanage, the very first in our country.
Zoch’s authority among the elite increased; he became the first
governor of the Bratislava district and later the bishop of the western
district of the Evangelical Church. He also engaged in secular matters – he helped various societies and for some time, he also cooperated with President Masaryk. All this helped him to build Modra.
He died unexpectedly on 4 January 1928 of pneumonia, and he was
also suffering from leukaemia at that point. He is buried in Modra.

Discover the taste of Brazil, Colombia,
Guatemala, Mexico or Ethiopia with
coﬀee roasted in nearby Modra.

EBENICA COFFEE s.r.o.
Šúrska 136, 900 01 Modra
Tel.: +421 917 853 555
www.ebenica.sk
Store opening hours:
Sun-Mon: closed
Tue: 9 AM – 4 PM
Wed: 9 AM – 6 PM
Thur: 9 AM – 4 PM
Fri: 9 AM – 4 PM

The secret of the exquisite taste
of Ebenica coffee lies in the unique
approach. Every single coffee bean
reflects the care and patience of
the people who grew it, harvested
it and roasted it. The story of every
single cup of coffee begins with the
coffee beans being manually harvested at the faraway plantations,
from where the still green and raw
coffee beans are transported to the
family-owned coffee-roasting
plant in Modra. Here, the coffee
is roasted in small batches. As the
roasting, packaging and selling of
coffee are closely interconnected,
the result is coffee that is always
fresh and able to keep its best
properties for a long time. But
EBENICA COFFEE is more than
just a coffee-roasting plant. It is
a place where coffee gets its unique
character thanks to the experience of the coffee roaster, as well
as the skill of the barista. And it is
exactly this harmony of values and
people that got Ebenica Gurmano,
Intensivo, Harmonelle and Piano
coffee their high marks in the Coffee Review USA contest, earning
them a spot in the Europe’s Top
10 Espresso Coffee list.

“There was no ink in my
pen of reflection, there
were tears,” wrote the
poet Ján Smrek, one of
the many orphanage
children Zoch oﬀered
a chance for life.
The new orphanage according to the design of the architect Dušan Jurkovič
(photo from the book Samuel Zoch’s Trail in Modra by Agáta Petrakovičová)

Photo: EBENICA COFFEE

At the entrance to the coffee-roasting plant, you will find a BeanBox –
a vending machine where you can get yourself a packet of freshly
roasted coffee 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
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has a new lookout
tower

Photo: m-ARK

Experience the
world of cofee with

Veľká
homoľa

Slovenský Grob

The kingdom
of the geese
“All roads lead to Rome. But we know those
geese are led to the 100-year-long tradition of
goose roasting in Slovenský Grob, visited for this
delicacy by gourmets not just from Slovakia, but
from all over the world.”

NEWS
The beauty visible from the lookout tower
at Veľká homoľa was, for a while, hidden
from the sight of tourists. The old lookout
tower was dismantled after 16 years, but
in November 2018, it was replaced with
a brand-new tower.
Veľká homoľa (709 m a. s. l.) is, because of its
location and height, the most distinctive peak of
the eastern side of the southern part of the Small
Carpathians. The trek here is not very demanding,
and the new lookout tower will reward you with
views of the Small Carpathians, the Great Fatra,
Tribeč or the Austrian Alps. The tower is similar to
its predecessor, but from the technical standpoint,
it is improved – it is 20.4 m high and has six floors
and 120 stairs.

Photo: m-ARK

Following Samuel
Zoch’s trail in Modra

This is the invitation of the Guild of Goose-Roasters to a village
unlike any other in the world. The Guild was created in Slovenský
Grob by uniting seven quality goose-roasting restaurants. Their
common goal is to offer the very best they can roast in their
ovens. Preparing a great experience for their demanding clients
is not a problem for this “magnificent seven”. But crispy geese
are not the only delicacy you can taste here. Their traditional offer is complemented by delicious liver and the famous lokše from
Grob. They are prepared according to the original recipes.

The restaurants (Slovenský Grob):
Pivnica u Zlatej Husi, Pezinská 2
Zelený Dvor, Nová 49
Husacina u Jakuba, Pezinská 42
Grobsky dvor, Vajnorská 3
Husacina u Zápražných, Pezinská 51
Husacina plus penzión, Hlavná 6
Penzión & Restaurant Karolína, Vajnorská cesta 2
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Pivnica u zlatej husi

New offers on stone

A PERFECTION OF TASTE WITH EMOTION
AND SLOVAK BEAUTY

Photo: m-ARK

The new items on the menu include
meals prepared on lava stone – heated
up to 350 °C. At such a temperature,
you yourself can prepare steaks, duck
breasts, tenderloin, tuna or roast duck
best served with some sweet wine. And
they also offer their own wine here!
Their Černý-Cuvée Zlatej Husi wine
combines the flavours of Sauvignon,
Pinot Blanc and Feteasca Regala. And
every gourmet will be pleased to enjoy
goose heart goulash with some tasty
bread from the local oven! And they
even make their own ice cream here!
They also serve it on a lava stone – but
this time freezing at a temperature
of –32 °C. Violet, rose or popcorn ice
cream, or one made from the dark ERB
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Photo: Pivnica u zlatej husi

beer from Banská Štiavnica, will prove
to you that there are no limits to the
imagination. The latter is also a new
item on the drinks menu.

Art under the roof
The Pivnica u Zlatej Husi restaurant
celebrated the first almost half-century
of its existence with a magnificent exhibition of paintings from the original
PARTY in the 21st Century collection,
which elevates the beauty of women to
an art. The connection of perfect taste
and feminine charm is not accidental.
It ll began three years ago when Danka
Kisslingová, the owner of the Pivnica
u zlatej husi restaurant. saw a portrait
of a woman that not only interested
her, but quite captivated her. The photo
captured a young girl – a bride-to-be
in the traditional parta, a decorative
headband that was replaced by a bonnet after the wedding. This beautiful decorative headband or wreath
adorned with ribbons is specific to each
of Slovakia’s regions. The almost forgotten art of our ancestors was revived
by the enthusiasts from the PARTY in
the 21st CENTURY project. They have
created a limited edition of paintings
which required long preparation to
make. The headbands had to be located
and some of them renovated and assigned to their appropriate region. But
it was also necessary to find young girls
to participate in the project as models.
The only permanent exhibition of
these paintings is at the Pivnica
u zlatej husi restaurant! And if you
examine the portraits more closely,
in one of them, you might be able
to recognise a woman who honours
traditions but also loves contemporary
art – Mrs. Danka Kisslingová.

For those who like to follow a satisfying
lunch or dinner with loved ones or with
business partners with a glass of quality rum or cognac, the restaurant offers
a special cigar lounge. In its comfort, you
can enjoy the taste and aroma of cigars in
complete privacy. And if you would rather
have a glass of great wine, feel free to taste
some of the wide range of wines on offer in
the local wine shop. Here you will discover
approximately 200 wines, mostly from
Slovakia, but you can also choose some of
the expensive foreign and archival wines.

Photo: Pivnica u zlatej husi

The delicacies of the local cuisine –
goose liver and roast goose with
lokše – have attracted many a demanding gourmet or prominent guest. But
everyone who enjoys goose specialities
is welcome here, no matter if they are
local or from far away. “We prepare
them all the year round, but that is not
all. Food is all about emotions, about
pleasure from an experience, and so we
have decided to offer new experiences
to our guests,” explains the landlady,
Mrs. Danka Kisslingová.

A DRINK WITH A CIGAR

When China calls

Thanks to Mrs. Kisslingová’s mother –
Mrs. Anna Jajcayová – it was possible to enjoy the specialities of Slovak home cooking
in Shanghai in China. And the specialties
from Grob were truly quite successful in
Asia. This is further proven by the title of
World Champion in the preparation of traditional dishes, awarded to the Pivnica u zlatej
husi Restaurant in 2011 in Seoul.

Photo: Pivnica u Zlatej husi

For 45 years, it has been possible to celebrate the tradition of
taste and aroma in a very special place – at the Pivnica u zlatej
husi restaurant in Slovenský Grob. Domestically raised geese
are roasted here in a traditional way in clay roasting pans by the
fourth generation of the Jajcay and Kissling families.

Pivnica u zlatej husi
Pezinská 2, 900 26 Slovenský Grob
www.zlatahus.sk
Tel.: +421 905 759 163
#pivnicauzlatejhusi
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duo LZS PHOTOGRAPHY – Ľubomír
Sabo and Zuzana Sénášiová – to work
their magic. With each of their photos,
there is a sense of a feeling, a mood, an
emotion, and for a moment, you might
even lose yourself in dreaming and
see yourself in the image. But that is
not all. The next task was masterfully
performed by the project’s
painter, Sarah I. Avni, who
“We followed the habit of the parta being worn
used acrylic paint to enhance
by childless, unmarried girls, which is why our
models embody these attributes. The ornaments
the photographs printed
on the faces of the models and the paintings on the
on canvas. By painting, she
canvas correspond to the folk motifs of the village
created a background based
or region the parta comes from. The styling and
on the folk elements from the
composition of the photos reflect those of period
shots. The models put themselves in the place of
individual villages and rethe future brides and conveyed the seriousness of
gions. Just like every bride or
the special moment with an expression of humility
every parta, every photo and
on their faces and a hint of laughter in their eyes.
Parts of the folk clothing in the photos also come
painting from this collection
from the villages the parta were recorded from.”
is original and unique.

A bride’s most beautiful
adornment
Once – from the 17th to the 20th century –
the parta graced the heads of young girls.
These decorative headbands were part of
festive and ceremonial hairdressing and
were worn in particular by brides. It was the
parta – with its rich and, most importantly,
varied decorations – that was the most beautiful and most important part of the wedding
costume. In each region, the parta was distinguished by its shape, size, the materials used,
decoration and colouring.

If you set out on a journey of getting to know the traditions in
today’s world of modern technologies, digitisation and huge virtual
spaces, you will realise it is a much bigger adventure than might
seem to be the case at first. The limited edition paintings of the now
almost extinct Slovak “parta” headbands will prove this to you.
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Team in New York, photo: Paul Martinka

PARTY IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Cífer 1/3 in New York, photo: Paul Martinka

THAT LASTS

face and neckline done. The artwork on
the girls’ faces is based on the traditional ornaments of folk clothing. After
their body painting was done courtesy
of the make-up artists Andrea Ľubocká
or Patrik Rag, it was time for the art

The base of the parta consists of a cardboard band rolled
into a circle which was covered with fabric, most often
velvet, which was then decorated with beads, “bortňa”
(decorative ribbons) or metal laces. The parta included
several ribbons of various lengths, hanging down alongside the face or down the back of the neck.
SOURCE: www.party21art.com

Three years, more than
two hundred people
Work on the project took approximately three years and involved more than
200 people, including teams of ethnologists, without whom four unobtainable

parta could not have been reconstructed
at all. This alone speaks volumes about the
complexity of the project, the result of which
is currently 28 exhibitions both at home and
abroad and an amazing representation of
Slovakia. In particular, it managed to breathe
new life into these unique folk treasures,
solidifying their place in the nation’s permanent memory and representing a legacy
for both the current and the upcoming
generations. A legacy that teaches us new
things about ourselves and also gives us yet
another reason to be proud of our past and
our ancestors. And it does not really matter
which region you come from or whether
your grandparents called the parta “odkonka”, “pantlík”, “stuški”, “vinec” or “vjenec”:
our brides were simply beautiful!
www.party21art.com

ONE PAINTING,
THREE COPIES
Every painting that is part of the limited
edition comes with a certificate of authenticity (COA) and has been created in three
copies with varying dimensions: 60 × 90 cm,
80 × 120 cm and 120 × 180 cm. Each painting is
also available as a numbered and signed Fine
Art Print in a limited edition of 100 copies.

Photo: LSZ photography

To give you an idea about a parta,
a painting works better than a thousand words. And imagine it is not just
one painting, but a “whole lot”. Behind
every single one of them hides a powerful story. A story that would never have
been told if a group of enthusiastic
researchers and artists had not been
put together. And even in this case,
the saying “cherchez la femme” rings
true – in particular the ethnologist
Katarína Chabrečeková, who decided to
document the forgotten parta from all
the corners of Slovakia. Finding them,
identifying them and acquiring them
represented only the first step of this
journey. Every parta found its model,
who needed to have the makeup on her

First, we should explain what a parta is. It is
not a word we would be using regularly in the
21st century. And yet it managed to survive.
It goes further back than one or two generations; it has been with us for centuries. They
are part of our national identity; they are
ingrained into our cultural DNA. Many of us
were just not aware of that. Thanks to PARTY
IN THE 21ST CENTURY under the official
brand of Slovakia – GOOD IDEA SLOVAKIA,
we have been made aware.

A BEAUTY

Times Square in New York, photo: LSZ photography

Ottawa, photo: LSZ photography

More than words
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Fitz&Petrík Winery

Their Kostajnica was burned down,
but Šenkvice blossoms into beauty

Photo: m-ARK

Šenkvice was founded by Croats in the 16th century. Their home –
the town of Kostajnica – was burned down by the Turks, so, led by
Mikuláš Benič, they found their home in the valley of the Stoličný
potok stream.

There you will find vineyards featuring a collection of 16 varieties of grapevine grown in
Czechoslovakia, as well as 160 clones of them
and a gene pool of 600 grapevine varieties.

Nobody could burn down their religion and so they built their shrine on
the site of an original Gothic church
that apparently fell victim to fire.
Today, you can admire it here as it was
adapted in 1666. The newcomers did
not want to lose their new home and
so they built walls around Šenkvice.

Our invitation

Perhaps it is thanks to the southern
temperament; who knows? The fact is
that the Šenkvice people were always
not just great brass band enthusiasts
or amateur actors, but also active beekeepers, fruit-growers and firemen.
They always had a solid reputation
in these areas and they have kept up
this tradition to this day. Here you will
find a FS Mladosť folklore ansamble,
the Šenkvice Breeders’ Club, a dogbreeding club, the Fire Angels, and the

86

SLOVAKIA magazine

From the Middle Ages to
the present
What gives Šenkvice its special character is the surrounding landscape.
The soil, the sunshine and the proximity of the Small Carpathians predestined the village for grapevine growing.
You will learn more about it at the
wine-growing nature trail, where the
grapevines are planted on a hill with
a clayish soil typical of this location.
You will familiarise yourselves with 30
varieties of grapevine, including both
new varieties and the old ones grown
in the Middle Ages. A demonstration
of the 15 essential ways of cutting
and guiding the vine is sure to be an
asset for any wine-grower. Wandering
around this picturesque land, ask people about the place called Pri hájičku.

They have been making wine
from the newly developed
varieties, which dominate their
wine list, in their winery since
2012. The winery can boast
a number of awards from
wine exhibitions both in
Slovakia and abroad. The
champions among their
wines are, for example, the
Cabernet Sauvignon rosé
or Nitria. Among the white
wine varieties, we recommend tasting the cuvée of
the new Slovak and Czech
varieties – Devín & Pálava.
The winery manages a newly-built 4.5-hectare vineyard

The proof that the locals can not only make
great wine but also enjoy it can be found at
one of the many local events. Every year, there
is the Easter Market, the Farmers’ Fair, the
Šenkvice Feast, Jánske ohne (St. John Fires),
Ockov kotlík (Dad’s boiler), Kapustnica (cabbage soup) Cooking Competition and the
Christmas Markets. So, see you in Šenkvice!

Wine-related events:

Good wine with a view – April
To Šenkvice for Wine – April
Open cellars on St. Urban’s Day – May
Summer Šenkvice wine tastings – July and
August
Day in the vineyards – September
Day of Open Cellars, Small Carpathians Wine
Route – November

Photo: BSK

Šenkvice was always full
of life

most famous of them all – the Winegrowers’ and Wine-makers’ Club.

The story of the Fitz&Petrik Winery begins by following the
family tradition of wine-growing and wine-making. The young
wine-makers were captivated by the new Slovak wine varieties
cultivated in Šenkvice.
in the Šnaudy location in the Modra
wine-growing region, planted with the
Tramín Red, Pálava, Moravian Muscat,
Devín, Nitria and Hron varieties.
In Šenkvice, above the wine cellar
in the Kozara area, they grow the
Devín and Pálava varieties.

Experience of taste

The experience of taste and joy
in their wine can be enjoyed
in the location of the family’s
stone cellar, with a capacity of
up to 16 people, where you can
taste not just the wines, offered
with some small refreshment,
but also some of the local gastronomy in the form of catering.

The long-term goal of the
Winery is to produce quality
wines from the grapes from
their own vineyards in the Small
Carpathians wine-growing
region – Modra and Šenkvice.

Fitz&Petrík Winery
Wine cellar Kozare 18, Šenkvice
www.fpvinarstvo.sk
www.facebook.com/fpvinarstvo

Photo: Fitz&Petrík Winery
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Repa Winery
Photo: m-ARK

Patience and courage are the
basis of every successful project.
But also enthusiasm and a lot of
effort. The winemaker Jozef Repa
lacks neither and with humility, he
says the Repa Winery was created
thanks to strong family support.

Photo: m-ARK

Repa Winery
Vištucká 1265/5, 900 81 Šenkvice
Tel.: +421 911 126 922
e-mail: info@repawinery.sk
www.repawinery.sk

88

SLOVAKIA magazine

He could already be seen in the vineyards as a small boy, and so he was tempted to
attend the winery-fruit school in Modra and later the Slovak Agricultural University. He had worked in other wineries; he even worked on the production of the
legendary Carpathian brandy special, and he worked on the ELESKO winery project, until one day his brother-in-law asked him whether he would be interested
in attempting to establish his own winery. We already know what his answer was.
He did establish it – thanks also to the support of his large family and his wife
Lucka, who is responsible for the economic aspects of their family business.

Beginnings in Dubová
The foundations of their ambitious plans were laid down by the young winegrower in his parents’ cellar in Dubová, near Modra. He transformed the small
room and invested in modern technologies. Everything just to make wine of an
exquisite quality, which he managed to do. That was in 2009. Since then, a lot
has changed. The Repa Winery currently resides on the premises of the former
research and breeding station in Šenkvice – a place where new grapevine
varieties were literally born.

The Repa Winery story continues
in Šenkvice
The premises of the former research and breeding station have undergone a stylish reconstruction and the
cellar is equipped with modern technologies, as well
as the traditional oak barrels. Thanks to this, the winery is producing first-class wine in the “oaked” category – the wine maturing for longer periods in direct
contact with oak wood – as well as “unoaked” – the
wine maturing in stainless steel tanks without any
significant contact with oak wood. A selection of the
wine can be tasted in the company wine shop, open
daily except Sunday. The tasting set includes five to
twelve wines, and if you are interested, you will be
introduced to the secrets of wine-making by Jozef
Repa himself as part of the controlled tastings. You
can enjoy these in two tasting rooms, accompanied
by great food. You can take home with you not just the
exquisite wines, but also some great Slovak chocolate,
cheese or pâté. But be sure to take your time and to stop
and enjoy the tasting! If you come with children, they will appreciate
the playground, while you can relax on the terrace with a cup of fragrant
coffee, natural juice or lemonade. The Repa Winery is one of the few
wineries in the Small Carpathians open daily except on Sundays.

Wine fascinates Repa
The wine-maker Jozef Repa is literally fascinated by wine and perhaps
that might be the secret of the success of his wine. He describes the birthing process of the delicious drink as complicated, yet very simple. But the
goal he has set for himself is certainly anything but simple. He is not
interested in wine salon medals. What he truly wants is to learn to produce wines that are typical for their varieties, with a pedigree. Wines that
correspond to their place of origin, wines whose taste reflects the origin
of the grapes. He wants to produce high-quality, healthy and honest wines
– like those produced by his father and grandfather. The family got their
vineyards back through the restitution process, but back then, Jozef Repa
did not even begin to dream about owning his own winery. He produces
his terroir wines originating in the Small Carpathians from grapes from
his partner wine-makers in Modra, Pezinok and Dubová. He is especially
proud of his Veltliner, which matures in wooden barrels with yeast, which
gives it a full flavour. In addition to the Veltliners, be sure to taste Repa’s
Rieslings, Müller Thurgau and Silvaners, which always aim at being
complex. In short, the goal is to offer matured, long-lived wines that will
captivate you even after two or five years.

Photo: m-ARK

WINES FROM A REGION
KISSED BY THE SUN
A different, but also particular taste
is offered by the wines from the Hont
production of the Repa Winery. They
gain their specific taste thanks to the
tufa bedrock and the warm climate typical of this region. The Repa family get
their grapes from the hills of Hontianske Moravce, where they manage five
hectares of vineyards. Tasting them is
an experience that lasts. Just as a family
tradition might. Hopefully, one of the
Repas’ three daughters will choose to
follow in the footsteps of her greatgrandfathers, grandfathers and father.

Photo: m-ARK

Wine should
be honest
and authentic

For more than 25 years, the well-known Slovak wine-breeders Dorota Pospíšilová, Tibor Ruman and Daniel Sekera refined grapevine varieties that are tasty and at the same time
resilient. But the times changed and the buildings began to
fall into disrepair. The Repa family was captivated by the
place, though, and they decided to revive it.
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Pezinok temptations

Pezinok

The fact that Pezinok is a town of
winemakers and winegrowers will be
made clear to you with another enjoyable event that combines wine with the
healing power of a violet herb. Wine
and lavender are the produce of the
winegrowing and tourist site known as
Mestská Kamenica pod Starou Horou,
where, besides wine tasting, you will
discover a spectacularly exquisite
garden. There, the vineyards become
intertwined with Mediterranean flora,
especially with lavender. This place also
hosts another very popular event –
Wine Under the Stars. Even the end of
the year in Pezinok is related to wine.
At that time, Pezinok experiences the
Saint Martin’s Wine Blessing and the
Day of Open Cellars, during which you
are allowed to visit the places the liquid
miracle hides in. But it is not just wine
that the people of Pezinok would like
to invite you to. From a rich array of

Photo: m-ARK

A TOWN WHERE THEY DO NOT KNOW THIRST

Day in the vineyards, photo: m-ARK

This popular event, with its long-running
tradition, attracts thousands of enthusiasts
to the area in September. They come for the
quality wine, whose taste is underlined by
the local delicacies. Lokše greased or filled
with roast, roasted duck or goose, sweet or
savoury osuch pies decorated with berries,
plums, cream and dill. You can taste it all
from Friday to Sunday. And drink not
just the wine from the local production
of skilled winemakers, but also partially
fermented young wine or sweet musts.
The cultural programme is always varied,
and everyone is bound to find something to
like here. And every kid will certainly enjoy
a merry-go-round or some colourful lollipops or toffee apples at the stand.
The Small Carpathians Museum, photo: m-ARK
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events, we have chosen a few for you:
the bean soup – Fyzulnačka – cooking competition, the Festival of Street
Theatre or the international show
jumping competition – the Malokarpatský strapec. And let us not forget
the Ceramic Markets.

Ceramics like a dream
The Ceramic Markets are traditionally
held in June and are a perfect presentation of the craftsmanship of not
just local masters, but also ones from
abroad. It has been possible to find both
decorative and utilitarian objects made
from clay here ever since the world was
born. Whether you prefer a classic design or modern pottery, glaze-decorated mugs, bells, bowls, garden solitaires
or whole dining sets, the items on offer
here are guaranteed to captivate you.
And you will also be able to experience
the hard work clay and a potter’s wheel
require for yourself.

Wine and lavender, photo: Ján Štrba

Pezinok will entice you
all the year round
Originally a mining and winemaking
settlement, Pezinok has been transformed into a free royal town over
the years. The grapevine changed the
history of Pezinok in the 17th and 18th
centuries and turned it into one of
the richest Hungarian towns. Today, it
represents one of the biggest attractions of the region, also because of its
connections with nature. Its precious
historical monuments and the remains
of the original walls will also attract
your interest. Be sure to make your
way to the 13th-century castle, surrounded by a park, and treat yourself
to a cup of some sparkling wine in the
shade of the old Renaissance town hall.
Town Information Centre
Tel.: +421 033/6901 120
www.pezinok.sk

The Small Carpathians Museum in Pezinok
Photo: m-ARK

Imagine a town where joy mingles with the delicious scents of
traditional delicacies. The golden-coloured varieties, as well
as delicious rose-tinted or pure rich red wines, are poured into
glasses, and the juicy bunches of grapes invite you to taste
possibly the most characteristic thing about Pezinok – its wine.
The Pezinok grape harvest is not to be missed.

The Ceramic Markets, photo: Ján Štrba

Not just a guardian of a rare collection, but also a place offering plenty of experiences. Including some that are bound to surprise you. You are guaranteed to gain a new
outlook on the world of winemaking. You will, for example, learn to appreciate its
various shades even more once you have tasted it in the dark. You will need to make
use of all your senses here – the eyes we so naturally use to judge things will be of
little help. Another programme offers you wine tasting under lighting of various
colours and a third one offers you a chance to taste the top five wines of the region
of the Small Carpathians.
In addition, there are two permanent exhibitions to visit – The Story of Wine and
The History of Winegrowing and Winemaking under the Small Carpathians. These include the largest collection of
wine presses in Europe. The drunkenness simulators, an aromabar, a bottling machine and various other interactive
elements will bring you into the world of a true wine lover. The Small Carpathians Museum in Pezinok, located in
a historic building and interspersed with modern elements, symbolizes the two thousand years since the cultivation
of wine began in the region. The tastings can be arranged in Slovak, English and German; the guided tours offer audio
guides in seven languages and in sign language.
SLOVAKIA magazine
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Pezinok Castle, following a hundred
years of dilapidation, is enjoying a new
era of flourishing and architectural
beauty. A part of the area destroyed
by fire is now occupied by a hotel.
The Pálffy apartments have been
restored and furnished with historic
furniture and the banquet hall has
received a golden robe suitable for
cultural events, weddings, conferences
and congresses.

The old jewel

Photo: m-ARK

gets a brand new face
It is a spectacular change! The devastated medieval building and
ruined cellars of Pezinok Castle have undergone general repairs.
And so, thanks to the vision of Štefan Šimák, the investor, we
will be able to discover a brand new face of Pezinok Castle come
spring 2019.

Once upon a time...
It has never been counted amongst the
most important of estates, but perhaps
that was one of the reasons it has been
preserved for us to this day. The first
records from the 13th century, however, speak of the old castle that used to
lie high up in the mountains. Pezinok
Castle was probably built as a stronghold in the first half of the fourteenth
century. The castle was protected by
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two moats and watchtowers.
Entry was possible by using drawbridges. Even though the exact years
of its construction are unknown to us,
it has been assumed that the counts of
Svätý Jur and Pezinok were responsible for it, no later than during the
second half of the 14th century. Apart
from the counts, the Pálffy family
made the castle their seat for more
than three hundred years, among

them the important medieval personalities
Krušič and Iležházy, married to Katarina
Pálffy. The last owner was Ján Pálffy, who
was one of the wealthiest and most influential people of his time, but as a builder
he is best known for the reconstruction of
Bojnice Castle. The last modifications to
the castle were in the Renaissance style.

Luxury adorned with
stars
You can check into the new luxury
boutique hotel offering a five-star
standard with 48 rooms. For demanding clients, there are three tower apartments available, as well as the King’s
suite with two bedrooms and sauna

A fairy-tale wedding
If you fell in love with this place, you
can utter your wedding vows in the romantic chapel of Saint Francis of Assisi,
which features a wedding terrace. Wedding guests may then enjoy themselves
in the Katarína Pálffy Golden Hall,
with a capacity of 250 people, or in the
smaller The Ján Krušič Knight’s Hall,

for 50 guests. Apart from weddings, it
is also an ideal place for organizing social events or conferences. Your guests
or clients will certainly appreciate the
quality of the hotel’s Pálfy restaurant,
under the supervision of Igor Čehy,
a famous chef. Traditional cuisine is
on offer in the Zámocká Viecha wine
bar and restaurant, with a capacity of
120 people, and also offering outdoor
restaurant seating during the main
season. Business meetings with partners can also be arranged in the Štefan
Iležházy castle bar, with a capacity of
40 people. And after work, you can
relax in the wellness area, featuring
a jacuzzi, saunas, heated sunbeds and
a terrace overlooking the park.

Šimák Zámok Pezinok –
the Castle Winery
They decided to make wine the way
it is supposed to be made: from
their own grapes grown in their own
vineyards. Its main attributes are the
light colour, its flavour and aroma –
typical for the fertile, chalky soil of the
Strekov wine-growing region. They
farm almost one hundred hectares of
vineyards in Dubník and Svodín in
southern Slovakia. Their Blaufränkisch

and Riesling are of a particularly high quality.

A cellar with a story
The wines from their production mature
in barrique barrels in the medieval cellars.
The oldest ones are vaulted, and built with
burnt bricks. The large cellar, oriented in
a northerly and north-easterly direction, is
filled with state-of-the-art wine-making equipment. It has replaced the cement tanks from
the 1950s.
www.zamockevinarstvo.sk
www.zamokpezinok.sk

TIP: THE MUSEUM
OF WINE-MAKING
In the castle’s underground area, you will
learn about what the wine-maker’s year
was like or what the essential equipment
for a master cooper was. In fact, at the
Apoštolské pivnice cellar, every single
barrel has its own story. And the story
of the oldest one of them is long indeed!
It was made in 1807 and it features a
depiction of St. Leopold. Other barrels
feature portraits of the Holy Apostles
and the coats of arms of the owners of
the castle. And who knows, maybe one
day the Šimák family coat of arms will be
added to them, since Štefan Šimák Jr. and
his brother Richard work for the familyowned winery as well.
Photo: Zámocké vinárstvo

...and today
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Supposedly, the truth lies in wine. In Svätý Jur, there are some
strong and long-lasting stories hidden in the wine. As long-lasting
as the memories of the Svätý Jur wine itself.

in the 14th or 15th century by a former
military officer, who then lived here with
his wife. The interior of the single-nave
building is decorated with two pieces
by the academic painter Karol Drexler,
showing the Virgin Mary amidst grapevines. A column featuring a baroque
sculpture of the Virgin Mary, created
in the 17th century, as well as a small
Calvary, is also here to be admired.

A forgotten bell
discovered by a boar

Svätý Jur
A TOWN TO PLEASE THE WINE LOVER,
THE TOURIST AND THE CYCLIST
The wine tradition in Svätý Jur has
been upheld by the restored Svätý Jur
Vineyard Owners’ Association since
1997. It organizes the Wine Exhibition
and tasting on the occasion of the Svätý
Jur festival, and since 2009 also the
Kráľovský (Royal) Rizling exhibition.
The Association has more than 50 members and engages in events that are part
of the Small Carpathians Wine Route.

A tourist’s paradise
Day in the wineyards, photo: m-ARK

94

SLOVAKIA magazine

Above the village, you will find the
sought-after location of Biely Kríž,
with the Biely Kríž Lodge, recently

Photo: VideoFly

reconstructed in a very sensitive manner.
The old inhabitants of the area know it by no
other name than the U Kocmundu Lodge.
In addition to the staff apartment, there are
also four rooms with bathrooms available for
tourist accommodation, and a dining room,
and so, tourists, let us lodge in Jur! And if
things go according to plan, they will eventually also add a family apartment and a buffet.
Another object of interest, especially for
believers, is the Pustý church, located between Rača and Svätý Jur. It stands on the
exact spot where the small Chapel of the
Assumption of the Virgin Mary once stood.
Allegedly, the Chapel was built

WIEGER’S VILLA

Photo: m-ARK

Photo: town archive

Sleeping Beauty
waking up

Near this chapel, the believers from
Jur are said to have buried the bell
from St. George’s Church during the
Turkish wars. Eventually, they forgot
about it. The Turks were pillaging and
murdering, so a bell was the last thing
on anybody’s mind. It was discovered
by a boar burrowing in the dilapidated
chapel. At the site of the find, the believers built a statue of the Virgin Mary in
1697 and repaired the Chapel. The bell
was moved to the wooden bell tower of
the parish church. The Chapel was administered by the Piarists, but when the
son of Maria Theresa, Joseph II, abolished the monasteries, the place fell into
disrepair. It was revived after the plague
epidemic which united three of the
nearby parishes – Svätý Jur, Vajnory and
Rača. The Heavenly Mother answered
the prayers of her parishioners and they
Empty church, photo: VideoFly

committed themselves to repairing the
Chapel and making a pilgrimage to it
every year. The pilgrimage we invite
you to join takes place on the day of the
Assumption of the Virgin Mary.

JuRaVa is calling you!
The proximity of Svätý Jur, Rača and
Vajnory is also reflected in the JuRaVa
project. The Small Carpathians-Šúr
Bicycle Highway is characterized by
pleasant riding, so it does not disappoint even a recreational cyclist. From
the seat of a bicycle, you will be able to
admire the surrounding Šúr countryside, the vineyards and, in the former
free royal town, the vineyard owners’
houses, the First Hungarian Horse Railway building and the charming square,
featuring a plague column. Notice the
city walls, built between 1603 and 1664.
Originally, they included five circular
strongpoints, nine bastions, two small
side gates to the vineyards and four
main gates. Some of these have been
preserved to this day and the town is
doing restoration work.

Events:

The Svätý Jur festival – April
The Day of the Assumption of
the Virgin Mary – 15 August
Christmas markets – December
Photo: m-ARK

Close your eyes, take a deep breath,
count to five and then open your eyes
again. You might feel as if you are
dreaming and have been awakened in
magical Provence.
But no! You are
not dreaming, and
you are not even
in France. You are
standing in front of
the majestic Wieger’s
Villa, with its authentic story. It was
commissioned to be
built above Svätý Jur
in 1921 by a vineyard
owner named Wieger. After his death,
the story of the Villa
was rewritten by the
Photo: www.wiegerovavila.sk
Kestners, a Jewish
family that bought it together with the land.
Eventually, they lost the ownership of the
Villa, which was used for various purposes.
It was transformed into a hospital for army
officers, an orphanage and even a boarding
school. As the owners changed during the
communist era, the Villa fell into disrepair.
Thankfully, this lady who is now almost 100
years old has been able to get a new lease
of life in the hands of a private owner, has
undergone a successful reconstruction and is
currently hosting events of the highest order.
The Villa is not open for everyday visits, but
can be booked, so a romantic wedding on the
premises is a definite possibility. Just imagine
what it would be like: the stone building is
basking in the warm sun which is pouring
inside through the glass panes. The fragrance
of flowers fills the room, with its high ceiling
and wooden beams. And it does not matter if
it is summer or winter. The splendour of the
location of Wieger’s Villa does not draw any
distinction between the seasons.
SLOVAKIA magazine
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Photo: DUBoDOM

Neither an oak or a house
I am a DUBoDOM (OAK-a-HOUSE)

together will turn out to be an extraordinary
experience in this beautiful stone vaulted
area. It offers convenient seating for up to
60 guests. The taste of the liquid gold will be
further enhanced by yet another speciality:
delicious, ripening cow’s, sheep’s and goat’s
cheese. This combination is sure to be a real
treat for you and your taste buds. They will
also be happy to prove to you that in Svätý
Jur, where they know how to make some
great lokše – greased or stuffed – or how to
roast a goose or a duck.

Here you can taste the wines produced by
Michal Bažalík. But first, try to remember;
when was the last time you felt that you were
part of nature and spent some time in silence
just sitting under a tree? Saw the natural world
wake up at dawn or go to sleep at dusk? There is
a place where such feelings will find you.

In the fresh air

TASTE DIFFERENT
Such are the wines of the Bognár Winery, whose taste reflects
tradition, a family approach and patience. But also the climate
of the Small Carpathians, adding its unmistakable character to
the wine produced in this region. The vineyards are bathed in
sunlight and for a moment, you feel like this must be paradise.
Tasting wines from the Bognár Winery
is always an experience. And there
are certainly plenty to choose from.
Whether you prefer a dry white wine,
fresh rosé wines with a fruity character
or deep reds hiding the undertones of
blackcurrant or cherries, the Bognár
Winery will provide you with wine
exactly to your taste.

A glass of wine with the
Piarists
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DuBoDOM – the winning work of the
CE ZA AR 2018 competition in the Family
House category, Creator: Pavol Šiška.

Renaissance with a present-day flavour
The vine covering the wall of the Renaissance
House is supposedly the oldest grapevine in
Svätý Jur. The hundred-year-old roots remember the times when the whole town lived for
wine. Following decades of dilapidation, this
landmark is undergoing a whole new renaissance in the hands of its new owners.

A new wine shop

You can also taste the wines daily in the
newly opened wine shop without the need to
book your tasting in advance. The capacity is up to 30 seats. So what do you think?
See you at the Bognárs?

BOGNÁR winery and wine shop
Prostredná 42
(monastery of the Piarist order)
900 21 Svätý Jur
tel: +421 902 65 10 65
www.vinobognar.sk
Photo: m-ARK

BEAUTIFUL
WINES THAT

For those who would like to taste the wine
directly in the vineyard, the Bognárs are
happy to grant them their wish. In the
spring, summer and autumn months, they
can prepare a tasting in one of the vineyard
locations above the town. For example, in the
Hofweigarten vineyard, which offers a view
all the way to Bratislava. It is also interesting
in consisting of six terraces and being the last
preserved vineyard located immediately next
to the town walls.

Its name is DUBoDOM and it has been created above Svätý Jur. A simple yet
timeless wooden building. An ancient oak tree grows through the interior of
DUBoDOM, and the exterior offers another unique experience. You will find
a vineyard that is more than 30 years old and where the grass is not cut by
a lawnmower, but grazed by dwarf sheep. An ideal place for a gathering with some
wine. Winemaker Michal Bažalík invites you to the terrace, where, under the
stars, you will discover a new dimension of wine. And following a hearty winetasting in the company of your close friends, you will find shelter in this lovely little
house. And when you wake up in the morning with the impression of the house
moving in the wind, you will know it was not just a dream. In the morning, get
on the electric bicycles that are available for the guests, and go and discover yet
another part of the Small Carpathians. www.dubodom.sk

Local wine-maker Michal Bažalík is making his wine here and
with it, he has brought new life to his house. The 600-yearold cellar provides the perfect environment for archiving
and maturing his spontaneously fermented natural wine.
With a glass of wine in your hand, it is a great place to enjoy
a concert or a screening under the stars. Autumn is perfect
for tasting young wine or baking fresh bread in a traditional
oven. The impressive mulberry tree in the back yard offers

You can taste the wines produced by
this family wine-making business in
a truly unique location – on the historical premises of the monastery of the
Piarist order. The four-hundred-year-old
cellar below the monastery represents
an ideal tasting venue. Meeting with
friends in a quiet setting or a big get-

fruits that are made into sorbet here during the summer. If you
prefer a delicious cake with a quality coffee, be sure to visit the
Čokokafé café and enjoy the delicacies beneath its historic arches.
If you come from afar, they will be happy to accommodate you in
their stylish apartment on the first floor. The Renaissance House
is looking forward to your visit.
Renaissance House and apartment:
FB: Renesančný Dom
mail: info@renesancnydom.sk

Coffee:
FB: Čokokafé
instagram: coko_kafe
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The wine
from Skovajsa
belongs on a demanding
gourmet‘s table
The wine list of this family-owned
winery has strong foundations in old
family traditions, which is why you‘ll
find quality wines of many different
varieties, colours and flavours on offer.
However, the long tradition of wine-making was
cut short by the former regime, which is why the
Skovajsa family-owned company
was only established in 1991 with
the goal to pick up from where
their ancestors left off . White,
red and rosé Skovajsa wines
are made from grapes grown
on 7.5 hectares in their own
vineyards in Pezinok and
Limbach. They offer modern,
light wines with distinctive
aromas made exclusively
from their own locally grown
grapes. Tasting is possible directly in the winery, or during
various tasting events such
as The Pezinok wine cellars, Wine and lavender
or The Flavours of The Small Carpathians.
The Skovajsa family is also looking forward to
meeting you during the Open cellars event,
where you can become acquainted with their
products directly in the wineries, bars or wine
bars. We recommend their unique Pinot Blanc.

VÍNA Z MLYNA
Doľany 64, 900 88
Tel.: +421 903 935 525
www.vinazmlyna.sk

Wines

from
the mill

WITHOUT CALLUSES AND A LOVE
FOR THE LAND THE WINE
WOULDN‘T TASTE AS GOOD
This story began to be written in the 18th century when Štefan Zloch started
to plant the first grapevine seeds in Ompitál – today‘s Dol’any. After a short
pause, this story even continues after the revolution when the family returned the vineyards. Today, there are 45-year-old vineyards, of which Pinot
Blanc, Veltliner Grün, Welschriesling, Silvaner Grün, Saint Laurent and other
wines are made. They‘re characterised by the typical smells and flavours of
the sunny slopes of the Small Carpathians.
Part of the water mill, which started to be renovated 15 years ago by Zloch‘s
great-grandchildren, Demovičovci, is also the cellar, where guests are welcome during the popular tasting. But the mill is open throughout the year: it
all begins with the Pig-slaughtery in the Mill, then there is Shrovetide’s tasting of young wines, the Cimbal music, ... You will experience the Fairy Tale
Christmas during Advent at the Mill. You can also come to see the mill at any
other time, just arrange your visit. Besides natural wines, you can also taste
the excellent roasted duck with lokše. A little coniferous branch at the gate is
a symbol of a welcome for everyone.

Photo: Víno Skovajsa
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Víno Skovajsa
www.vinoskovajsa.sk
Tel.: +421 905 164 227
FB: www.facebook.com/vinoskovajsa
SLOVAKIA magazine
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